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Amendment thus negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report

Bill reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Third Reading

THE HON. N. E. BAXTER
{11.45]: I move—

That the Bill be now read a third
time.

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Subur-
han—Minister for Mines) [11.46]1: I am
sorry I have to rise to my feet in a situa-
tion such as this. ¥ had already indicated
to Mr, Baxter that it would be better for
him to move the third reading tomorrow,
and he agreed- that he should. Then,
following on other advice, he decided to
move the third reading tonight. I had a
purpose in asking him to move for the
third reading tomorrow, I realise that I
have asked for the suspension of Standing
Orders, and when a request such as I have
made is agreed to, the honourable mem-
ber should adhere to his decision.

A difficult situation developed tonight,
and when the honourable member was
asked to move the third reading of the
Bill tomorrow it was done with a view to
giving him an opportunity to consult with
others on a situation in which he now
finds hjmself; namely, having had to vote
for an amendment moved by Mr. Abbey
against the interests of the Bill, but still
finishing up with the Bill intact as Mr.
Baxter desired it. It is too late now, be-
cause the honourable member has moved
the third reading of the Bill.

As to Withdrawal of Motion

The Hon. N. E, BAXTER: Would it be
competent for me, Mr. President, to with-
draw my motion in view of the remarks
expressed by the Minister?

The PRESIDENT: I do not think I can
agree to that reguest.

(Central)

Debate Resumed
Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Legislative Assembly.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Subur-
ban—Minister for Mines): I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
till 2.30 p.m. tomorrow.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 11.48 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m,, and read prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
Retrenchments in the South-West

1. Mr. MAY asked the Premier:

(1) Is it eorrect that men have heen
retrenched from Main Roads em-
ployment in the south-west dis-
triets?
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Is it also correct that employees
on Public Works water supplies
projects have been informed that
they will shortly be dismissed
from their employment and told
to seek alternative employment?

Replacement by Mineworkers

Are these workers being retrench-
ed in order to justify the promises
made by the Government to mine-
workers of alternative employ-
ment?

If this is true, does not the Gov-
ernment; feel that it has an obli-
gation to all workers in this State?

And further, if workers are to be
retrenched in order to provide al-
ternative employment for mine-
workers, will not the effect be the
same on Collie and all other
south-west townships?

. BRAND replied:

No.

Not any Public Works Water
Supply employees in the south-
west have heen or will be re-
trenched for reasons other than
the completion of the work for
which they were specifically em-
ployed. Some retrenchments for
this reason have been made at
Wellington Dam on completion of
the work of beautification.

No.
Answered by No. (3).
Answered by No. (3).

MINEWORKERS' PENSIONS

Mr.

Increases
MAY asked the Minister repre-

_ senting the Minister for Mines:

In view of the speed with whieh
the Government is seeking to dis-
miss mineworkers, can it not use
the same alacrity in increasing
mineworkers’ pensions in line with
the Social Service pensions of 10s.
per fortnight and the increases
already made to retired coalmine
workers in the Eastern States?

. RCSS HUTCHINSON replied:

The Minister for Mines does not
feel obliged to answer a question
couched in these terms, save to
say that consideration will be
given to the matter of pensions in
due course, as it was during 1954
to 1959, in the years of the pre-
vious Government, when 613 per-
sons registered under the Coal
Mine Workers (Pensions) Act were
displaced from the coalfield.

STATE HOUSING COMMISSION

HOMES

Vacancies in Guildford-Midland

3A. Mr,

Electorate
BRADY asked the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Housing:

What number of State Housing
Commission houses are vacant at
Eden Hill, Midland Junction, and
Koongamia?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

Eden Hill--Nil.
Midland Junction — One rental
under offer.

Koongamia — One yrental under
offer and one reverted: sale price
is being assessed,

McNESS HOMES

Erection in Guildford-Midland

Electorate

3B. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister re-
presenting the Minister fo;' Housing:

Are any McNess homes being built
or likely to be built in the Guild-
ford-Midland electorate in the
current financial year?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

No.

RAILWAY SERVICE

Extension to Helena Vale Siding

4, M.

BRADY asked the Minister for

Railways:

In view of the support given to
the Koongamia extension from the
Bellevue rail service, will he
arrange fol' a similar extension
to be made to the Helena Vale
siding to cater for foothills and
Swan View residents?

. COURT replied:

Following other requests for a
passenger rail service to Helena
Vale, the commissioner has had
an examination made of the pas-

senger potential and available
transpert in -this area.
Only a limited railway service

could be provided to the Helena
Vale Station, and the number of
passengers that could be antici-
pated from such an arrangement
would not warrant the extension.
The Metropolitan Transport Trust
operates a bus service to serve this
area, and any extension of the
railway service to Helena Vale
could have the undesirable effect
of reducing the earnings of this
bus service and making its future
operation uneconomic.
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MR. EDGAR ROSS
Visit to Western Australie

Mr. Q'NEIL asked the Premier:

(1) Is it a faect that Mr. Edgar Ross,
a member of the Central Cotn-
mittee of the Communist Party in
Australia. recently visited Western
Australia?

Association with Coal Sirike

(2) Had this visit any connection with
the coal strike?

Mr. BRAND replied:

(1) Yes.

(2} This is not knhown, but I am in-

formed that Mr. Ross was met on
arrival at the Perth Airport by
Mr. W. S. Latter (President of
the Coal Miners’ Union), wusing
the union car.
On Sunday, the 30th October, Mr.
Ross addressed a Communist-
sponsored meeting on the Perth
Esplanade—which was advertised
in the Communist newspaper
Tribune—on which ocecasion he
introduced Mr. Jack Marks, an-
other well-known Communist, as
“Mr. Jack Marks, a leading mem-
ber of the A.E.U. who has heen
actively engaged in the past few
weeks in the industrial struggle
at Collie.” Mr. Marks opened his
address by stating that he was, as
described by the chairman, active
in the Collie struggle.

EAST KIMBERLEY LEASES

Resumption from Absentee Landholders
6.

Mr. RHATIGAN asked the Minister
for the North-West:

(1) As no decision has been reached
in respect of the resumption of the
ercded areas {(as referred to in
Question No. 18 on the 27th
QOctober) ean it be assumed that
the Government and the repre-
sentatives of the absentee lease-
holders have come to an aglee-
ment?

(2) If so, will he give the House full
details of such agreement?

(3) If not, have the absentee lease-
holders made any reqguest for the
retention of those areas; and, if so,
what are the terms of their re-
quest?

Mr. COURT replied:

(1) to (3) Negotiations are proceed-
ing satisfactorily although no
finality has been reached. In the
meantime work is proceeding by
mutual arrangement to take full
advantage of the seasons.

BANK HOLIDAY
Guazetial of Christmas Eve

Mr. OLDFIELD asked the Chief Secre-

tary:

(1} Is it a fact that he received a re-
quest from the Associated Banks
to have Saturday, the 24th De-
cember, 1960, gazetted as a bank
holiday?

(2) Is it a fact that he refused this
request; and if so, why?

(3) Is he aware that all banks will be
closed on that morning in the
States of Victoria, South Austra-
lia, and Tasmania, and that the
matter is under consideration in
New South Wales and Queens-
land?

(4) If the answer to No. (2) is in the
affirmative, is it not & fact that
this is the first instance where any
State Government has refused to
gazette a bank holiday when re-
quested by the Associated Banks?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1) and (2) A request was received
from the Associated Banks in
Western Australia seeking appro-
val for bank holidays to be ob-
served on Saturday, the 24th De-
cember, 1960; Monday, the 26th
December, 1960; Tuesday, the 27th
December, 1960; Saturday, the 31st
December, 1960; and Monday, the
2nd January, 1961, After due con-
sideration, and having regard to
the needs of the State as a whole,
Cabinet decided that Monday, the
26th December, 1960, Tuesday, the
27th December, 1960, Saturday, the
3d1st December, 1960, and Monday,
the 2nd January, 1961, should be
observed as bank holidays.

(3> No,

{4) This could be coincidental. It
should he appreciated that the
matter of Christmas and New
Year holidays for banks is of real
importance to the State as a
whole, and that a decision was
made only after full consideration
had been given to all aspects, It
will be noticed that Saturday, the
31st December, was granted, hut
in the interests of the people as
a whole the Christmas Eve holi-
day was refused.

MIDLAND JUNCTION WORKSHOPS

Adequacy of Work Programme

Mr, HAWKE asked the Minister for

Railways: ;

(1) Which individual shops at the
Government Railway Workshops
at Midland Junction are working
less than full capacity?



2346

10.

(2>

(L

(2)

D

(2)
3

(§5)

(2)
3

[ASSEMBLY.]

How many additional men could
be employed in the event of each
shop being supplied with orders to
enable work to be carried on at
full capacity?

', COURT replied:

Departmental advice is that at the
present moment all shops are
fully employed.

Answered by No. (1).

COLLIE COAL
Supplies to Gevernment

. HAWKE askerd the Premier:

Was the recent exchange of let-
ters between the Government,
Western Collieries Ltd., Amalga~-
mated Collieries of W.A. Ltd., and
the Griffin Coal Mining Company,
covering future orders for coal, a
transaction which is now legally
binding on zll parties concerned?
If so, for what pericd?

If not, what is the present legal
position regarding the supply of
coal to the Government for use
by its appropriate instrumental-
ities?

. BRAND replied:

The only exchange of letters was
on the 8th September, 1960, be-
tween the Railways Commission
and the State Electricity Commis-
sion on the one hand, and Amal-
gamated Collieries of W.A. Ltd.
and Western Collieries Ltd. on the
other hand. These letters arrang-
ed for the purchase of coal on a
fortnight to fortnight basis on the
same terms and conditions as
those in the contracis which ex-
pired on the 11th September,
1960.

Answered by No. (1).

Answered by No, (1).

Companies’ Commiiments to

Mr,

{a)

(b)

(c)

Government

HAWKE asked the Premier:
What is the present total financial
commitment of each coalmining
company to the State as a result
of—

(a) Government loans;

(b) Government guarantees;

(c) other forms of Government
help?

. BRAND replied:

Amalgamated Collieries of W.A.
Ltd.—£8,319 (being the amount of
principal involved in hire-pur-
chase instalments yet to fall due).
Grifin  Coal Mining Company
Litd —£252,459.

Western Collieries Ltd.—£326,000.
Amalgamated Collieries of W.A.
Ltd.—£3,965 (for hire of Mines
Department’'s failing drill).

11, Mr.

CLASSROOMS
Construction in 1959-60
SEWELL asked the Minister for

Education:

(1)

2)

3)

Mr.
(L

2)

(3}

What is the total number of class-
rooms built in State schools for
the year 1959-60—
(a) in the metropolitan area;
(b) in the country areas?

What were the country towns in
which the classrooms were built,
and how many in each town?

How many classrooms have been
budgeted for in the 1959-60 Esti-
mates?

WATTS replied:
(a) 104.

(h) 134.

Total 238.
Albany High .
Bremer Bay ..
Busselton ngh
Banksiadale ...
Bunbury High
Bindi Bindi
Beachlands
Boyup Brook ...
Boddington
Brookton

Collie High
Carnamasah
Carey Park
Derby

Fairview
Fitaroy Crossmg
Goomalling ...
Geraldton High
Jerramungup ...
Kojonup
Katanning ngh
Kulin ... ..
Kellerberrin
Kukerin
Lockyer
Manjimup ngh
M¢t. Helena .
Muntdaring ...
Merredin High
Mukinbudin
Margaret River
Mt, Walker ...
Merredin South ..
Mingenew
Moors ...
Naval Base ...
Northam ngh
Onslow ...
Pingelly
Pemberton
Pinjarra
Plawaning
Quairading
Spencer Park
Wyndham
Walpole
Watheroo
Wundowie
Wyalkatchem
York ..

It is assumed that thls means the
1960-61 estimates. If so, the ans-
wer is 260,
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

Mr.

COMMUNIST PARTY
Premier's Connection

ROWBERRY asked the Premier:
You will recall, Mr. Speaker, that
sometime ago you issued a cireular
to the members of this House
setting out how and why questions
may be asked. Included in that
circular were these words—
Questions addressed to Minis-
ters should relate to public
affairs with which they are
officially connected.
I now ask the Premier: Has he
any official connection with the
Communist Party?

. Hawke: No official connection.
. BRAND replied:

The answer is just “No.”’

AUSTRALIAN COASTLINE

Inclusion of Western Australia in

Mr.

for

Survey

RHATIGAN asked the Minister
the North-West:

Has he seen the following article
in this morning’s issue of The
West Austrelian:—
W.A. Gets Bypassed in Survey:
Western Australia’s coastline
will not be included in the Aus-
tralian survey plan for 1961.

In Fremantle yesterday, W.A.
Master Mariners representative
Capt. C. R. Cox sald: “I am
surprised that the North-West
is apparently going to be left
unsurveyed for another five
years. This is rather serious.”
Present charts were inaccurate
and entirely out of date in many
places, he said. Complainis
about this had heen made by
ship master members employed
by the State Shipping Service.
Will the Minister do all in his
power with the powers that be to
have the north-west included in
the survey?

. COURT replied:

First of all, the Minister has done
all in his power to see that the
north-west is ineluded in the
survey, and it will be included.
The reference in this morning's
issue of The West Aystralian to
1961 apparently refers to the com-
pletion of the current five-year
programme of naval surveys.

The Navy Department, in order to
have its eguipment used on a
rationalised basis, undertakes its

3.

Mr.

Mr.
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surveys on a five-year plan, and
the current five-year plan is
destined to end in 1961.

On the 24th October a conierence
was held at Canberra. It was con-
vened by the Navy Department in
order to ascertain the wishes and
the views of the various State
authorities and the views of any
other bodies that might be in-
terested in naval surveys on the
coast of Australia and New
Guinea. Western Australia was
represented and a very strong case
was put forward.

I am quite certain that under the
new programme that is deter-
mined by the Navy Department.
and after it has considered the
priorities of the representations
made by the various States, it
will, in fact, include a fair share
for Western Awustralia in that new
five-year programme.

I think that covers most of the
points raised by the honourable
member’s question.

LEGISLATION
Bills Still to be Introduced

W. HEGNEY asked the Premier:

Can he indicate how many more
Bills are likely to be introduced
by Ministers during the present
session?

. BRAND replied:

When I moved for the suspension
of Standing Orders I think I re-
ferred to five or six Bills that
were vet to be introduced. I was
not going to be tied down to any
number. 1 think we have intro-
duced one since then, but the
position is still an open book.

MRE. JACK MARKS

Association with Coal Strike
Mr,

MAY asked the Premier:

Will he indicate when and where
the Mr. Marks, referred to in his
answer to the question asked this
afternoon, took part in any dis-
cussions with the Collie coal-
miners?

BRAND replied:

I have supplied the information
that was asked for in the guestion
asked of me, which clearly indi-
cated that Mr. Marks is taking an
active part in the Collie coal-
miners’ dispute.

. Andrew: That was only an asser-
tion!

Hawke: So is the Employers'
Federation,

. BRAND: Quite right.
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METROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY,
SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE
ACT AMENDMENT BILL
First Reading

On motion by Mr. Wild (Ministexr for
Water Supplies), Bill introduced, and read
a first time.

FISHERIES ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Third Reading

On motion by Mr. Ross Hutchinson
(Minister for Fisheries), Bill read a third
time, and transmitted to the Council.

SIMULTANEOUS DEATHS BILL
Second Reading

MR. WATTS (Stirling—Attorney-Gen-
eral) [4.501; ' I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

I suppose at all times there has been some
sort of risk that persons—particularly
those closely related, such as husband and
wife—would be killed in such circum-
stances as to make it extremely difficult to
ascertain which of them died first.

The prospect of that occurring has been
greatly increased in recent years, partly by
the great increase in the nmumber of road
accidents due to the greater use of motor
vehicles; and partly by the increase in the
number of air disasters which occur from
time to time, where frequently the whole
body of passengers and crew of the air-
craft are killed before any rescuer or
rescuing party can reach the scene of the
crash. In those circumstances it would be
virtually impossible to decide, in connec-
tion with the type of persons 1 first re-
ferred to, which was the first to die.

While difficulties have always arisen in
such circumstances, where such happen-
ings occurred in the past, the possibility of
their occurring in greater numbers in the
future is quite evident. The devolution of
property in such circumstances probably
depends upon survivorship. As I have
said, it is extremely difficuit, if not im-
possible, to determine which of the persons
died first.

In many countries on the continent of
Europe, which work under the code known
as the Code Napoleon, there is a presump-
tion that the physically stronger survives
the physically weaker. I suggest that is
not a very sound basis on which to arrive
at a conclusion in matters which can be
invelved in such cases.

There is no such presumption, however,
in our law or in the law of England. In
the United Kingdom, by section 184 of the
Law of Property Act, 1925, it is provided
that where after 1925 two or more persons
have died in circumstances rendering it
uncertain which of them survived the

LASSEMBLY.]

other or others, such death shall, subject
to any order of the court, for all purposes
affecting the title to property be presumed
to have occurred in the order of seniority,
and accordingly the younger shall be
deemed to have survived the elder.

There again it has been found that such
artificial presumption can itself give rise
to anomalies and to unsatisfactory results.
For instance, where a childless couple are
killed together, and the husband is the
elder, the wife’s estate will receive what-
ever proportion of the hushand’'s property
she is entitled to under his will or on his
intestacy, and this may mean that a farm
or other valuable property given to the
husband by his parents will go to the wife’s
family.

The Bill which is now bhefore the House
proposes to take advantage of legislation
which has been adopted, and has been in
operation for some time in the dominion of
New Zealand. This New Zealand Act de-
parts both from the common law and the
United Kingdom provisions, to provide in
effect that in the case of two persons dving
in the same accident, known as comunior-
ientes, the property of cach person dying
shall devolve as if he survived the other,
but died immediately afterwards. The
main provisions of the Bill are as follows:

Firsily, the property of each person so
dying shall devolve as if he were the last
to die.

Secondly, ¢ donagtio mortis causa, a gift
of personal property given in prospect of
death and consummated by the giver's
death, made by a person so dying to any
other person so dying in the same accident
shall be void.

Thirdly, if the life of any person so dy-
ing is insured, and if any person so dying
is entitled ta the proceeds of the policy of
insurance, those proceeds shall, unless the
contrary intention is shown by the instru-
ment governing the distribution thereof,
be distributed as if the person insured were
the last to die.

Fourthly, the property owned jointly and
exclusively by persons dying in such cir-
cumstances shall devolve as if it were own-
ed by them as tenants in common in equal
shares. So a proviso attached to a joint
b%rlxancy of survivorship will not be applic-
able,

Fifthly, property which would have
passed to the survivor of persons who have
=0 died shall be deemed to have passed to
them as tenants in common in equal shares
and shall develve accordingly.

There are special provisions in relation
to powers of appointment and for the pur-
poses of section 33 of the Wills Act, 1837,
The Wills Act of 1837 was a statute which
was adopted in this country and originated
in the United Kingdom. It governs, in the
main, the law relating to the making of
valid wills and testamentary dispositions
and is still in the main applicable to the
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law in this State. For all other purposes
affecting the title to property or the
appointment of trustees, the Bill provides
that the United Kingdom rule is to apply,
and accordingly the younger shall be
deemed to have survived the elder.

This matter has been the subject of rep-
resentation from the Law Society for a
considerable time, and has been given very
careful consideration by the law officers of
the Crown, It is deemed advisable to
place on the statute book legislation gov-
erning this matter for the reasons which I
stated when I commenced to address the
House on this measure. As a result of
those considerations and inquiries it seems
that the New Zealand provisions would
operate most fairly.

It is true of course that, very fortu-
nately, simultaneous deaths do not fre-
quently occur in this State at present;
but there is a possibility always of an
increased number accurring on some occa-
sions. Therefore it is thought desirable to
introduce this legislation, particularly as
steps are being taken in other countries of
the world to make some such provision,
whether or not exactly on similar lines as
these, but calculated to deal with the
broblem of simultaneous deaths when they
oceur.

I might say in further explanation that
the central principle of the provisions
embodied in this Bill is that in each case
the property of each is administered as if
the other had died first. That appears to
be a more rational arrangement and one
that gives rise to less difficulty. It is not
confined to a husband and wife, but it is
much easier to consider the case of a
husband and wife. So if it could not be
said which survived the other, the hus-
band’'s property is disposed of as though
his wife had already died, and the wife's
property is disposed of as if the hushand
had already died. That, I think, can be
said to be the fundamental idea embodied
in this Bill.

The other clauses apply that principle in
respect of certain types of property to
which I have already made some reference
and to which I could, perhaps, make some
further reference, particularly in regard to
the clause which I stated as affecting the
appointment of trustees, because the ques-
tion of who has the right to appoint
trutees comes in.

Who would have had that duty when
the trustees died? Let us for the sake of
argument keep to the case of a husband
and wife. If they had died in the one
accident, the guestion would arise as to
who would have the right to appoint
trustees to an estate. That would depend
surely upon the {erms of their wills, But
which wili would prevail? That would
depend upon who was the last to survive,
and that depends upon the provisions in
this Bill.
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Mr. J. Hegney: Ale there any Acts in
any of the other States covering this situa-
tion?

Mr. WATTS: I do not know of any that
cover the ground as well as this one does,
although I think there are some provisions.
However, this Bill does endeavour to pro-
vide a comprehensive proposal based on
the law in New Zealand where, I under-
stand, it has given broad satisfaction.

I do not think it is desirable or neces-
sary at this stage to add anything further
to what I have already said. The purpose
of the Bill is quite clear. The proposals
for handling the matter in circumstances
that might arise by the simultaneous
deaths of two persons are, I think, fairly
clearly set out in the measure itself, and
I have given details of them in breoad out-
line. If the honourable member who is
taking the adjournment of this Bill is
anxious to have a little extra time to study
it, I would not be unwilling to have the
debate adjourned till next Tuesday. If
this is not necessary, it can be continued
with tomorrow.

On motion by Mr. Nulsen, debate ad-
journed until Tuesday, the §th November.

TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Council’s Amendment

Amendment made by the Council now
considered.

In Commiiltee

The Chairman of Commiiiees (Mr.
Roberts) in the Chaiy; Mr. Perkins (Min-
ister for Police) in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The Council’s amend-
ment is as follows:—
Clause 8.
Page 7—Delete ail words after the
word "device” in line 16 down to and
including the word “generally” in
lina 20.

Mr. PERKINS: I move—

That the amendment be not agreed
o,

It will be recalled that this clause deals
with the power to make regulations. I
think it is section 47 of the Act which
contains quite 2 number of powers to make
regulations about everything under the
sun, one would think, as the section con-
sists of about 15 pages. However, it 50
happens that although it was assumed for
many years that the power to make regu-
lations under this section of the Act ex-
tended to the control of advertising in
taxis, it was found, as a result of a case
brought before the courts in 1957, that
actually action under this subregulation
was ulére vires. It is for this reason that
it is desired to alter the section to give
the power to make the regulation.

I would emphasise that this merely deals
with the power to make regulations; and
that when such regulations are made they
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have to be laid on the tables of both
Houses of Parliament, whereupon it is
possible for any member in either House
to move for their disallowance. I think
members will also realise that they have
some further positive powers to deal with
regulations under our Standing Orders.

I do not sugeest that the advertising of
charitable affairs, or merely some displayed
posteard advertising a hotel, would fall
under the ban on advertising; but I do
not wish to go into those details at this
_stage, because I think it would be very
milich more appropriate to do so if any
such regulation is gazetted and debated
after it has subsequently been laid on the
table of both Houses,

I emphasise that I have discussed this
matter with members of the Taxi Owners
Association several times recently and they
have told me very definitely that they
desire the power to be vested in the Gov-
ernment to make regulations to conirgl
advertising in taxis. It has heen pointed
out to me by reputable taxi owners that
they do not desire any indiscriminate
advertising in taxis. In short, they have
told me that they desire this provision to
be included in the legislation.

Mr. Tonkin: Who told you that?
Mr. PERKINS: The Taxi Owners As-
sociation.

Mr. Tonkin: Officially?

Myr. PERKINS: Yes, officially; in my
office by way of a deputation. Also I gave
the Taxi Owners Association an under-
taking—and I repeat the fact here—that
before any such regulations are gazetted,
the association will be consulted. How-
ever, the matter has been debated at con-
siderable length, and it was decided in
this House that these words should remain
in the Bill, and I continue to hold the op-
inion which I held when the matter was
before the Commitiee previously,

Mr. TONKIN: Just as the Minister has
not changed his opinion about this matter,
neither have I changed my opinion.

Mr. W. Hegney: Neither have I.

Mr. TONKIN: It appears that the op-
inion which we held on this side of the
House is the majority opinion which is
held by the Legislative Council, strange
as it may seem.

Mr. Brand: I am not surprised—we find
so many strange bedfellows these days!

Mr. TONKIN: I just remarked on the
fact in passing, not that I consider it
carries any great weight, but it is s0 re-
markable that it should so ozeur. We hold
the view that it is unreasonable to provide
that there should not be an advertisement
in a taxi because it might offend 2
tourist. The main argument was that
such an advertisemen{ might offend the
cve of -the tourist; but the tourist who
travels by aeroplane or who uses trains
has advertisements confronting him all
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over the place. As soon as one steps into
an aeroplane gne sees advertisements fol
this, that, and the other, and it is the
same in the trains; and not only in this
country but also abroad. It is part of the
accepted way of things that advertisements
should be displaved; and provided that
they are neatly displayed in taxis, there
should be no objection to them.

I know all about disallowing regulations
in Parliament. It depends upon who has
the majority; and if the Government
wants to do something by regulation, it
can do it, knowing very well that there
is little likelihood of the regulation being
upset in the House, especially when the
supporters of the CGovernment are dis-
ciplined to the extent that they are and
the like of which I have never before seen.
I am not prepared to place much faith in
my being able to have regulations dis-
allowed if T thought they were unreason-
able. 1 would prefer to have the power
set out clearly in-the Act and nof to give
the Government power which I feel it
would use quite unfairly. It has already
given some evidence of its disposition in
that direction on other matters. I cannot
support the Minister in his oppesition to
this amendment from the Legislative
Couneil.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I am astounded that
the Minister should persist in his attitude
in regard to a provision of this nature.
This part of the clause giving the depart-
ment power to make certain regulations
fo cover certain matters was debated at
length. I think divisions were taken on
this provision; and it was passed because
the Government had the majority. But
when it went to another place a majority
of the members of that place decided to
delete the paragraph which is now before
the Committee.

Let us have a look at what the whole
clause provides. It provides additional
powers in connection with the making of
regulations and says—

by adding after subparagraph (t) of
paragraph (ii) of subsection (1) the
following subparagraph—

(u} prescribe special provisions for
the control, operation and
movement, in any prescribed
area, of taxicars, generally;
require any taxicar to be
equipped with any mechanical
device for the compuiing
and recording of charges
made to passengers anhd pre-
scribe the maintenance and
inspection of any such device;

That part is not contested. However, the
following is—namely, powers t{o make
regulations to—

prohibit or control the carry-
ing or exhibiting of notices,
signs, posters, placards or ad-
vertisements, inh or on taxi-
cars generally;
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I well recollect asking the Minister, during
the debate in Committee, how many in-
stances had been brought to his attention
of inappropriate or bad advertisements
being displayed in taxicars; and how many
passengers had complained to the depart-
ment in regard to such posters, signs,
labels, and placards being displayed. He
was not able to give any substantial reply
because apparently there have bheen no
such complaints. He did say that it
would leave a bad impression on tourists if
they saw placards displayed in taxis.

I think we would find that there are
very few advertisements—certainly nothing
of a bhlatant character—being displayed in
taxis in the metropolis; and I strongiy
objeet to Parliament restricting to an un-
necessary degree the rights of individuals.

Mr. Perkins: Don’'t you want to stop
those blatant, undesirable advertisements?

Mr. W, HEGNEY: I said that as far as
I know there are no blatant advertisements
displayed in taxis. The Minister was
invited previously fto give some concrete
instances, but he failed to do so. 1 can
only presume there is no necessity for this
extra power; and I suggest that Parlia-
ment should leave the public with as much
freedom as possible and restrict its liberties
only where it is necessary in the public
interest to do so.

Let us deal with the Minister's conten-
tion that it is only a provision giving
power to make regulations which could be
disaliowed. The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition pointed out that it would be
very difficult, once a regulation had been
gazetted, to have such regulation dis-
allowed. If this provision were agreed to
by Parliament and Parliament rose on the
15th November, or 30th November, the
Minister might cause regulations to be
gazetted on the 3rd or the 10th December.
I I know anything of the minds of Min-
isters, they will not want to reassemble
Parliament until! nex{ September or Octo-
ber, which will be a period of about nine
months. Something is bound to happen
in that period.

My, Hawke: Hear, hear!

Mr. W. HEGNEY: Megnwhile the regu-
lation has the full force of the law and a
number of taxi drivers may be inconveni-
enced.

My main point is this: As I said befare,
a number of Bills have been introduced
this session which to my mind unreason-
ably and unnecessarily restrict the rights
and the freedom of individuals; and this
is another clear example of that restric-
tion. This is my main reason for refusing
to agree to the Minister's proposition. He
did say that taxi owners told him officially,
in his office, that they were not opposed
to it.

Mr. Perkins: They supported it, in fact.
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Mr, W. HEGNEY: I do not ¢are whether
they supported it or not. I am contesting
this on a matter of prineciple. Although
the taxi owners who saw the Minister may
be members of the association, no ballot
has been taken. I would like the Minister
to say which representatives he met.

Mr. Perkins: The president, the secre-
tary, and members of the committee.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: There are a number
of taxi owners in the metropolis. Did the
president and secretary consult the wishes
of the majority? 1 think the average per-
son who is driving a taxi would take
strong objection to any Ministry having
power to make these regulations. I will
go further and say that if the Minister,
during the next session, believes there have
been a number of inappropriate, bad, or
blatant advertisements., he should give
examples to Parliament, and I am sure
that every consideration would then be
given to his proposition. But not in the
present circumstances. I am very pleased
that the Legislative Council is showing,
on occasions, an independent spirit. It is
a healthy sign. I hope there will be more
of it.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment not agreed to.

Resolution reportced and the report ad-
opted.

A committee consisting of Mr. Toms,
Mr. Nimmo, and Mr., Perkins (Mini-
ster for Police) drew up reasons for noi
agreeing io the Council’'s amendment.

Reasons adopted and a message accord-
ingly returned te the Council,

DOG ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Council’s Message

Message Ifrom the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendments made by the Assembly,

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1960-1961
In Commitiee of Supply

Resumed from the 6th October, the
Chairman of Committees (Mr, Roberts) in
the Chair.

Vote—Miscellaneous Services, £4,662,177
{partly considered):

Item No. 27—Western Ausiralian In-
stitute for ithe Blind, £5,750:

Mr. TOMS: I see that for this year the
institute is to receive the same allocation as
for last year, although the expendifure for
1959-60 was £6,950. I want to know whe-
ther that extra £1,200 expended last year
was taken as part of the grant in regard
to architectural expenses for work per-
formed by the Public Works Department.

Mr. BRAND: The information I have is
that the main function of the Western
Australian Institute for the Blind is to
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run an industrial school for the blind at
Maylands. The grant is a contribution
towards costs. Included in the grant for
1959-60 was a non-recurring special item
of £1,200. Additional assistance of £27,000
for building operations at the school was
provided from the General Loan Fund and
the final instalment of this grant was paid
during 1959-1960.

Mr. HAWKE: [ was interested in the
explanation which the Treasurer gave in
connection with this item. However, it
would seem to me that this very deserving
and needy institution would be entitled to
some additional payment during the cur-
rent financial year over the estimate for
last year. The costs of running this in-
stitution must be increasing; and I should
say, without knowing for sure, that the
number of persons being catered for by
the institution would also he increasing.

We know that blind people are probably
the most deserving section in the com-
munity. We also know that a great deal
of voluntary work is done in the running
of this institution. I think all the mem-
bers of the management committee, with
the exception of the manager himself, give
their services voluntarily. We also know
that a considerable amount of money is
raised for the institution by voluntary
effort. I am not surs, but I would be in-
clined to think that the institution has
been meeting increasing competition in the
disposal of the products which are turned
out by the blind and partially-blind
workers in their factory at Maylands.

It could be that the Commaonwealth of
Australia Japanese Trade Treaty has been
detrimental to the institution in regard to
the sale of its products. It could also be
that severe competition has developed
from the Eastern States. Therefore I ask

the Treasurer to have a very close inquiry’

made—not necessarily today, this week, or
this month, but in the very near future—
for the purpose of ascertaining whether it
would not be justifiably advisable in the
circumstances for the Government to
make some additional financial help avail-
able to the institution over and above that
which is set down in the Estimates.

Mr. BRAND: No-one is more mindful
than I of the need to assist to the utmost
such an institution as the blind institution
at Maylands. I feel that blind people should
be given the greaiest assistance possible
because theirs is the most severe disability
of all. However, there are so many other
organisations which perform similar work,
such as the care of the deaf, slow learners,
spastic children and the like; and as the
Leader of the Opposition would know, there
is & great demand upon the limited re-
sources available to the Government.

In this case £27,000 of loan money was
made available—the last instalment being
made in 1959-60—with a view ito helping
the school with its capital cost problems,
and a special grant of £1,200 was made
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last year. I have no doubt that, like many
other organisations and businesses, the
blind school is facing increasing costs, and
probably some competition in selling its
products, such as brushware and caneware.
I am prepared to make some further in-
vestigations as to the position; but I repeat
that we have made as much money avail-
able as we possibly can, from the limited
funds at our disposal, to help these needy
institutions.

Mr, TOMS: I am pleased to hear the
Treasurer say he will give further con-
sideration to this matter. I would like
you, Mr. Chairman, to inform the Treas-
urer that next year the blind school intends
to go on with its big building programme.
Some £133,000 has been collected from the
public in the last three years through a
special building appeal, and the work is
anticipated to cost about £153,000. The
institute will try to find the extra £20,000
needed, and no doubt it will he looking
to the Treasurer for whatever assistance
he can possibly give.

Item No. 30—Albany Municipal Council
—Drainage Yakamia Creek, £2,000:

Mr. HALL: Last year the vote for this
item was £4,500 and the expenditure £2.500.
The estimate for this year is £2,000, a
decrease of £500 on the amount spent last
year. Can the Treasurer explain the
reason for this?

My. BRAND: This is the balance of a
grant of £4500 made towards the cost
of this drainage work, part of which
amount was paid last year. The total
scheme is expected to cost £10,940, and
the balance of this sum is to be provided
by the local authority. The scheme is
designed to reduce flooding of the area
to permit of its use for housing and town
development. The area concerned is at
present used for dairying and cultivation,
and a large proportion of it is undeveloped.
However, I imagine that as a result of the
expenditure of at least £11,000, a very
valuable area will be made available. -

Item No. 35—Bunbury Municipal Coun-
cil, £180:

Mr. HALL: On this item the vote last
vear was £180 and the expenditure was
nil. This year the estimate is again £180.
Can the Treasurer explain jt?

Mr. TONKIN: This caught my eye, too,
and knowing that you, Mr, Chairman,
would be curious about it, and not in a
position to ask the question yowrself, I felt

I should ask it to get the information for

you.
Mr. Hawke: A very friendiy gesture!

Mr. TONKIN: Last yvear £180 was pro-
vided but it was not expended; and the
same amount is provided this year. I am
curious to know what it is for, because
one canhot do much with £180. Apparently
the council thought so, too, because it did
not do anything. If it does not propose
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tc use the money it is foolish to have the
itern still appearing on the Estimates. 1
would like to know what it is for; because,
when I saw it, I thought that Melville
might be missing out on something which
it ought to be getting.

Mr. BRAND: On your behalf, Mr.
Chairman, I would like to thank the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition for being so in-
terested. I do so, because you cannot do
so yourself., This grant is the final Gov-
ernment contribution towards the cost of
drainage of a housing area at Carey Park
East. The total cost of the scheme is
£25,000, of which the State Housing Com-
mission provides £15,000, the Government
£3,000, and the local authority £7,000. In-
cidentally, I think the member for Melville
will ensure that Melville gets all, or more,
than Melville is entitled to.

Item No, 37—Collie Drainage Improve-
ments, £1,000:

Mr. MAY: Could the Treasurer tell me
to what work this refers?

Mr. BRAND: This grant is a contribu-
tion towards the cost of work to improve
the flow of the Collie River, in order to
minimise the flooding of lower sections of
the town.

Item No. 45—Health Education Council,
£14.500:

Mr. BRADY: An increase of £2,300 is
proposed for this item and I would ask the
Treasurer to give some justification for it.

Mr. BRAND: The information I have
here sets out that the annual grant to-
wards the expenses of this council appoin-
ted under legislation passed in 1958 is to
help it in its endeavour to improve the
health of the community by eduecational
programmes. In 1958-59, and in earlier
years, the expenses of this body were met
from Division No. 54, Public Health De-
partment.

Item No, 46—Junior Farmers’
ment, £16,000:;

Mr. MAY: Could the Treasurer tell me
why this grant is made to the Junior
Farmers’ Movement?

Mr. BRAND: It is made to the Junior
Farmers' Movement to help it in establish-
ing 2 sound voluntary rural youth educa-
tional scheme. At present there are 102
clubs in operation, and the membership is
increasing. A promise was made that
funds would be found for the expansion of
this service.
ises at Subiaco and for the appointment
of another extension officer.

Iftem No, 47—Library Board of Western
Australia, £155,000:

Mr. BRADY: Could the Treasurer ex-
plain the increase of £36,000 to the Library
Board? It seems rather large.

Mr. Watts: It is not nearly enough.

Move-

The funds provide for prem-
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Mr. BRAND: It is obvious what it is
for. The demand for libraries throughout
the country under this scheme has been
tremendous.

Mr. Brady:
land Junction?

Mr. BRAND: As the Attorney-General
said, the amount is not nearly enough to
meet the demand for libraries throughout
the State, or for the better class and
standard of hook. My notes say that the
scope of the board’s activities takes in the
operation of the State Library in James
Street, Perth. The increased provision is
to meet the higher costs, and to allow for
expansion of the scheme and participation
in it by more local authorities. We are
falling far short of the demand made on
us by local authorites.

Item No. 51—Museum of Western Aus-
tralia, £50,000:

Mr, HAWEKE: There is an increase of
£13,672 in the vote this year. It is a
fairly large increase, and perhaps the
Treasurer could give us a broad outline
what it will cover.

Myr. BRAND: My notes indicate that
this item provides for the cperating ex-
penses of the Museum Board of Western
Australia. In the past the grant has been
made available with funds for the Art
Gallery; but under legislation passed in
1959, funds are now provided separately,
based on estimates submitted by the board.

The increase of 37: per cent. covers
operating cost increases, and is to enable
the board to appoint an anthropologist and
other scientists and technicians. The in-
creased staff will enable long-delayed re-
search to be undertaken in the anthro-
pological and the zoological fields, which
will be of importance to science generally.
In addition, the process of modernisation
of the presentation of exhibits in the
museum is being continued. Lectures for
both schoolchildren and adults are organ-
ised.

Item No. 57—Royal Mint—Additional
Grant, £85,000:

Mr, BICKERTON: Could the Treasurer
inform me who owns the building in which
the Royal Mint is housed, and what is the
future of it? I understand there was some
talk that the activities of the Royal Mint
were t0 be transferred out of this State.
Could the Treasurer enlighten us?

Mr. BRAND: My notes show that under
the Royal Mint Act the State annually
finds £25,000 to meet the expenditure of
the Mint. The excess expenditure for the
year is provided under this item. The
Mint’s two main functions are smelting
gold received from producers, and minting
coins under contract from the Common-
wealth Government, All receipts are {aken
to revenue, and this year receipts are
estimated at £119,0600.

Is there anything for Mid-
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It is true that a great deal of publicity
has been given to the possibility of the
Royal Mints in Melbourne and Perth being
closed down, and a national mint bheing
established in Canberra. If a decision is
made regarding a change to decimal coin-
age, this move could become more real.

With regard to the contracts let by the
Commonwealth for the minting of coins,
I think that for the most part we have
the minting of halfpennies, The main
function of the Mint is as a refinery,
Aponroaches have been made to the Federal
Treasurer by previous Governments, as well
as by the present Government, and in-
formation has been sought as to whether
the Mint is to be retained for minting
coins or merely as a refinery. It is costing
the State money, anyway. It is possible
that ultimately the employees at the Mint
in Western Australia will be taken over by
the Commonwealth Government. The
Commonwealth Treasurer has intimated
that these matters are still under con-
sideration.

Mr. FLETCHER: I am pleased to hear
the Treasurer’s remarks on this item. I,
too, have some correspondence from the
Federal Treasurer through the Federal
member for Fremantle, on this matter, I
would like an assurance that the employees
are engaged on the minting of coins as
distinct from, say, the smelting of gold;
and that they will be looked after. Some
of the men who belong to my union are
highly skilled in the preparation of both
the male and the female die. I would be
reluctant to see the skilled workers leave
the State; and the Treasurer should ap-
proach the Federal Treasurer to ensure
that these men are offered alternative em-
g!oyment, if the Mint is moved to Can-

erra.

Mr, JAMIESON: On the question of the
employees of the Mint being taken over by
the Commonwealth, I understand that a
number of these employees are Imperial
civil servants, and not Commonwealth civil
servants. Would provisions have to be
made especially for them? I know it is
not difficult to transfer State civil servants
to the Commoenwealth, because of the
arrangement that exists: but what is the
position of employees who are Imperial
civil servants?

Mr. BRAND: I cannot give the under-
takings asked for; but I assume that the
Commonwealth, in the event of a change
veing made, will accept the obligation of
employing these people, who do not
number many, but who are skilled and
expert in their line. We will do all we
can to ensure a continuity of work for
them either in the State or in the Com-
monwealth.

Mr. HAWKE: In answering the guestion
asked by the member for Pilbara, the
Treasurer omitted to say who owned the
Jand, the buildings, and the plant on
which the Royal Mint stands in Perth, I
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would like to ask a question in relation to
that, I understand the land and build-
ings, and at least some of the plant, are
owned by the State; but the Common-
wealth, on occasion, has tried to purchase
the land and the buildings, if my memory
serves me right. Would the Treasurer give
us an assurance that the State will not
dispose of the land and the buildings to
the Commonwealth or any other authority
—this need not necessarily be a binding
assurance—unless it is found ultimately
that the land and buildings are no longer
of any worthwhile value to the State. I
might add, in amptification of what I have’
said, that this land is fairly centrally
situated; and with the expansion of the
City of Perth it undoubtedly will take on
increasing value and, of eourse, increasing
importance.

Mr, BRAND: It is difficult for me to
give assurances of this nature as it is
obviously going to be a complicated exer-
cise whenever it actually takes place. How-
ever, I would give the assurance that the
Government would not seil the land and
bhuildings to the Commenwealth unless
they were to be retained for the purpose
originally intended. With the passing of
time it may become cohvious that the
correct line to take in the best interests of
the employees will be to come to some
arrangement with the Commonwealth, but
only on the basis that the Mint remain a
refinery for the State of Western Australia.

Item No. 61—University of Western
Australia—Medical School, £198,537:

Mr. HAWKE: The increase in the vote
this year over actual expenditure last year
is quite substantial and, in all eircum-
stances, understandable seeing that the
medical school is developing from stage to
stage. However, I would like the Treasurer
to give us some outline of what additional
work in sections of the medical school will
be permitted by the increased expenditure
as proposed in this vote.

Mr. BRAND: The only information I
have available to me here is that this itemn
provides the anticipated charge on Gov-
ernment funds for the running costs of the
University of Western Australia medical
school for the financial year 1960-61. This
grant is also taken into account for pur-
poses of attracting Commonwealth assis-
tance available to the Western Australian
University.

Presumably, an estimate has been taken
out of the cost of running the school for
this year. We are all aware of the in-
creased number of applications for entry
to the medical school; and presumably the
large increase of £43,000, in round figures,
is provided to at least do as much as poss-
ible to meet the demand made upon the
school. As has been pointed out, it will
attract a Commonwealth subsidy. I am
not sure of this, but I think the subsidy is
on a pound for pound hasis.
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Mr. HAWKE: I am thankful to the
Treasurer for the information he has made
available, However, I would ask him to
arrange for his colleague, the Minister for
Health, to provide information in more
detall when that Minister is introducing
the Estimates of the Health Department.

Item No. 62—University of Western Aus-
tralia—Engineering School, £24,693:

Mr. HAWKE: 1 am inirigued very much
by the fact that this financial year the
amount of £24,633 differs by only £1 from
the actual expenditure of last year, and
coincides absolutely with the Vote of last
year. I think that in this age of engin-
eering developmeni an increase would be
more likely to take place this financial
vear over last financial year, and an in-
crease of more than £1 would be justified.

Mr. BRAND: This position is explained
by the fact that the item provides for the
payment of principal and interest of
£250,000 borrowed by the University for
the construction of the engineering school.

Item No. 69—Freight concessions on
stock and fodder in respect of areas
affected by drought and fire, £1,500:

Mr. NORTON: I would like to knhow
whether these freight concessions apply
wholly and solely to rail freights, or
whether they also include road and ship-
ping freights. I would alse like to know
whether there were any claims which were
not granted during the financial year 1959~
60, as the estimate shows that nothing was
paid out.

Mr. BRAND: This itemm covers mainly
freight and shipping concessions on move-
ment of stock occasioned by drought and
fire. ‘The concessions granted are—

(a) the free return of stock sent from
drought areas for agistment;
free transport of new breeding
stock transported by rail to the
station within two years from the
time when the station is able to
restock;

{c) 50 per cent. rebate on fodder for-
warded for relief of starving stock.

While this scheme has been in operation
for a number of years, no expenditure was
made in 1959-60.

Item _No. 72—Rail [freight rebate on
flour, £34,000:

Mr. HAWKE: For the last financial year
the Vote was £40,000, and £24497 was
actually spent. 1 would like the Treasurer
to explain, if he has the information with
him, why the actual expenditure was so
far below the Vote. It might be due to
the fact that less flour was manufactured
in Western Australia last year, and there-
fore less rebate was called for. If that
be a fair guess as to the cause, would
the reason for the lower volume of flour
manufactured be decreased orders from
overseas countries for flour manufactured
in Western Australia? If so, could the

()
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Treasurer give us& any reason why our
flour is not selling in such great quantities
as previously in overseas markets?

Mr. BRAND: It is a fact that we were
unable to sell our flour overseas last year;
although, according to the Minister for
Agriculture, the market is improving this
vear. I should say the reason for our
inability to sell our flour was keener
competition from other countries provid-
ing flour, or necessary adiustments brought.
about by trade agreements between the
various countries. I cannot give any
further explanation because I am simply
going on the general information which is
available to me.

Itemn No. 73—Rent reductions on North-
West houses—Reimbursement o Siate
Housing Commission, £6,400.

Mr. BICKERTON: I would like to in-
guire whether this is brought about by the
£5 disability or north-west allowance
made on rents. If nof, how is it arrived
at?

Mr. BRAND: This is a concession pro-
vided for residents of the north-west.
Occupiers of houses rented from the State
Heousing Commission in the north-west
may, on application, have their rentals
reduced to a figure equivalent to the rental
of similar houses in Geraldton. This item
recoups the State Housing Commission
with the cost of such reductions.

Item No. 93—Gold Stealing Detection—
Contribution toc Chamber of Mines, £3,000:

Mr. MOIR: I would like to know why
the Vote of last year of £484 and an actual
expenditure of £483 has been increased this
year to £3,000. Will the Treasurer inform
me of the reason for the very sharp in-
crease and what exactly are the purposes
of the amount?

Mr. BRAND: The Chamber of Mines
pays the whole cost of the police gold
stealing detection branch. Stolen gold,
when recovered, can rarely be identified as
belonging to any particular mine; and its
value is, therefore, paid into the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund. Following a decision
made in 1947, 50 per cent. of the proceeds
of stolen gold up to a certain maximum,
which is now £3,000, is returned to the
Chamber of Mines in consideration of its
expenditure on gold stealing detection,
The limitation of 50 per cent. stems from
the fact that a1l gold does not necessarily
come from mines represented by the
Chamber. I presume the increase of
£2,517 is due to greater activity by the
branch itself, as well as increased staff.
I have no other information.

Item No. 101—Metropolitan (Perth)

Passenger Transport Trust—Recoup of
Losses, £456,000;

Mr. O'NEIL: I notice that in 1959%-60
the loss was £48,917. However, this year
the Estimates provide for £456,000. Is this
recoup required because of the purchase
of new buses or is it to recoup a loss?
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Mr. BRAND: This item provides for a
recoup to the Metropolitan (Perth) Pas-
senger Transport Trust of the losses in-
curred on the operations of the trust.
Expenditure in 1959-60 represented the
losses incurred in the two years 1957-58
and 1958-59; namely, £4,714 and £44,203,
respectively.

Provision is made in 1960-61 to recoup
the loss of £110,579 for 1959-60; and, in
addition, to make advances towards an
estimated trading loss for 1960-61 which,
on account of the recent absorption of the
Tramways Department, is expected to be
greatly increased.

Item No, 104—Passenger Shelter Sheds,
£700:

Mr. JAMIESON: I would like some in-
formation as to who receives this amount.
Is it the Perth City Council or other local
authorities? I assume it would be the
Perth City Council because most of the
other local authorities make shelter sheds
available by arrangement with advertising
firms. The Perth City Council is rather
difficult in regard to this matter and is
insistent that shelter sheds are the re-
sponsibility of the transport authority,
whichever it might be for the time being.

Mr. BRAND: I wijll have to seek more
information on this item. The advice I
have is that the item is provided to en-
courage the erection of suburban bus
shelter sheds. The Government agreed
to pay half the cost of sheds constructed,
the local authorities to pay the remain-
ing half. Whether the Perth City Council—

Mr. Perkins: It is not in its area. It is
in areas outside that of the Perth Cily
Council.

Mr. BRAND: All right. We know it is
not the Perth City Council. The provision
in 1960-61 will contihue this arrangement
and will assist with the resiting of some
shelter sheds on account of the alteration
of bus stops.

Item No. 105—Pay Roll Tazx, £345,000:

Mr. HAWKE: I would like to ask the
Treasurer wheiher he and other Premiers
at Premiers’ Conferences have continued
to press the Commonwealth Government
to give direct relief to the State Govern-
ments in connection with the payment of
this tax. I have always regarded it as a
most iniquitous tax to be imposed upon
State Governments. After the Treasurer
has had a meal, I would like him to take
the Committee into his confidence on the
matter.

Mr. Brand: He will simply say, “Yes.”
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm.

VYote pui and passed.
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Vote—Education, £9,427,690:

MR. NORTON (Gascoyne) [732]: I
assume the Minister will not be introducing
these Estimates, so I shall take the oppor-
tunity of speaking to them and of voicing
the disappointment of the mothers of the
outhack at the suggested withdrawal of the
itinerant teachers.

ESince I last spoke here, I have had an
opportunity of talking to a number of
mothers living on stations—mothers who
were educated in their early years by cor-
respondence lessons. They pointed out to
me the difficulties that their mothers ex-
perienced in educating them with just the
correspondence lessons. They also pointed
out the advantages they themselves re-
ceived from the itinerant teacher; and
they clearly showed the necessity for such
an officer to be retained.

The 1959 annual report of the Educa-
tion Department sets out the duties of the
itinerant teacher, and it shows the ad-
vantages gained from him by the people
in the outback. This point can best be
emphasised by reading from the depart-
mental report at page 16—

The itinerant teacher's aims are,
generally, to introduce the children to
as many classroom activities as pos-
sible, to discover their actual progress
and advise their respective corres-
pondence teachers, and, specifically,
to introduce the children to group
work such as singing, talks, literature,
speech drills, oral reading for expres-
sion, miming a play; to give the child-
ren experience of competition; to give
the children experience of classroom
routine involving co-operation and
delegation of activities such as clean-
ing hoards, self-correction of work and
good manners.

I understand the idea of removing the
itinerant teacher is to supersede him by
a school of the air. The idea of the school
of the air is an excellent one; and when
used in conjunction with the itinerant
teacher, the school of the air could prove
to be one of the best methods of education
that could be evolved under the corres-
pondence system.

I would like to compare the features in
that paragraph I have just read, with the
School of the Air. First of all, the para-
graph states—

The itinerant teacher's alms are,
generally, to introduce the children
te as many classroom activities as
possible.

It will not be easy for the School of the
Air to introduce a child to classroom
activities, unless the child is taken to a
central school at least once ar twice a
year, there to join in with the school-
children in that district. Admittedly that
would be ideal; but there are many child-
ren who would not be able io do that, so
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they would have to rely on the itinerant
teacher in that respect. The report goes
on to say-—

To discover their actual progress
and advise their respective corres-
pondence teachers.

It would he difficult for the teacher in
charge of the Schaol of the Alr to discover
the actual progress of a child and report
to his correspondence teacher, hecause the
school of the air gives four cessions of 20
minutes each per day; and at the end of
each session there is & period of 10 minutes
which is used to treat the difficulties of
individual children; to carry out parent-
teacher discussions concerning the work of
individuals; to work exercises from correse
pondence school papers; to discuss reports
forwarded by the pupil's teacher; and to
discuss the pupil’'s routine work. With 40
or 50 children, as there are within the
Meekatharra radio network, a period of
10 minutes after each session of 20 min-
utes will not give much time to deal with
these various items.

The itinerant teacher, however, makes
routine calls, and he will stay at a station
for at least one day. He, therefore, has
ample opportunity to examine a child, find
out in what subject the child is backward,
and generally advise him along the lines
set out in the report. The itinerant
teacher is specifically to introduce the
children to group work such as singing,
That can quite easily be done over the air,
but it is not easy for the teacher on the
air to listen to all his puplls at once: he
would get one of the biggest medleys ever
heard over a microphone.

The itinerant teacher is to introduce
children to speech drill; and I claim that
cannot be done over the air. For one
thing, when a child is reading, he has to
concentrate on the script before him; at
the same time he has to0 concenfrate on
using the microphone, which he holds in
one hand. That would not be particularly
easy for anyone, let alone for a child
learning to read and do his best to enunci-
ate words.

_ On top of that, it would not be easy for
the master of the School of the Air fto
get a true indication of the diction of
the child, because the only wave lengths
available to the School of the Air will be
the second-best wave lengths; the best
wave lengths will be used for emergency
.calls. All in all, it would be practically
impossible to give oral reading for expres-
sion, and the miming of a play over the
air. As far as the School of the Air goes,
that can he practically ruled out, and
.the itinerant teacher would naturally take
over.

The next item on the list is giving
children experience of competition. That
is quite possible when an itinerant teacher
is visiting a station, because in many areas
there are group classes held on the sta-
tions when the itinerant teacher is in the
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district; and this provides the children
with an opportunity to experience com-
petition and classroom routine, as sug-
gested in the report. The classroom
routine involves activities such as the
cleaning of blackboards, self-correction
work, and good manners. It would be
hard for any master to assist children in
these matters under the School of the Air
routine,

Whilst those who have had the oppor-
tunity of availing themselves of the
school of the air have bheen very pleased
with it, they are disappointed to hear of
the likelihood of the itinerant teacher be-
ing removed. It is evident that this will
eventuate when one reads this section of
the report, on the same page—

It is anticipated that the itinerant
service, which has served an excellent
purpose, will eventually be superseded
by the more powerful medium of the
radio school.

I very much doubt whether the School of
the Air will be 2 more powerful medium
than the itinerani teacher in the outback,
when one looks at all sides of the sub-
jeet, analyses it, and takes into considera-
tion the atmospheri¢c factors which govern
radio, and so on.

It is rather surprising to me that the
member for Murchison has not received
similar complaints to those which I have
had. The itinerant teachers, up to 1959,
numbered three, and they covered three
districts; namely—

No. 1 District—Kimberley and north-
west.

No. 2 District—Carnarvan, Exmouth,
Mullewa, Payne’s Find.

No. 3 Dmtrlct—Meekatharra-Wllu.na

Those three teachers visited and instruc-
ted some 260 children. Not only did they
instruct the children, but they heiped the
parents in many ways. They helped them
with the method of teaching, which is
hard to set out in a correspondence
course; and they also helped them in
many other ways which would take too
long to explain.

Those teachers were exceptionally well
received at the stations I visited. The
children looked up to these teachers who,
in general, acted as inspectors, and inspec-
tors are ‘necessary at all Government
schools. Members could appreciate that if
they could imagine one of the stations, with
its small class of one or two children do-
ing correspondence lessons, being a Gov-
ernment school. If a Government school
is entitled to the services of an inspector,
so are these people. The duty of an in-
spector is to assist and guide the teacher
and to ensure that the child is being
taught in a proper way. There is no
doubt that if these itinerant teachers are
removed there will be great disappoint-
ment among the mothers in the outback.
I cannot see any good reason for their re-

-moval.
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I cannot see that the Government has a
case because of the cost, for each child in
the north-west is entitled to a boarding
allowance of £80 if the child is sent away
to a schoecl. The itinerant teacher, com-
bined with the services of the School of
the Air, costs about £61 17s. per child per
annum. If a child were sent away it
would be entitled to a boarding allowance
of £80 a year, so the Government would
not save any money in that direction.

Ancther cost to the Government which
occurs throughout the agricultural areas,
and even in part of the metropolitan area,
is that of transporting a child by bus to
the school. According to the 1959 report
of the Education Department, the average
cost of transporting a child to school by
bus was £47 6s. 8d. per head, and the
buses catered for 18,523 schoolchildren.
So there again I cannot see why the out-
back parts of the State should be deprived
of the services of the itinerant teacher,
because this service costs the Government
only £24 13s. 4d. per child per annum,

It might be that a chil@d in the north-
west could be sent into or near Car-
narvon in order to atiend school. He
could be sent to one of the plantations to
boatrd. In those circumstances, he would
be entitled to £80 per annum as a hoard-
ing allowance, and would also be entitled
to be transported to school by bus, There-
fore, the cost to the department of educat-
ing that child would be £127 6s. 8d., plus
the cost of his normal education which,
according to Table 5F, would amount to
another £46 5s. 714.

Therefore, I cannot see how the Govern-
ment would be gaining anything by taking
the itinerant teacher away and forcing
these children from their homes to chtain
their education at other centres. In fact,
it could cost the Government considerably
more. Should a parent be forced to send
his child to the city it would be found
that, in the case of a girl, it would cost
him an average of £383 per annum, and
to that amount must be added the cost of
many extras. For boys, the school fees
next year, according to one college, will
range from £321 to £375 per year, plus
extras. Also, the parent would have to
bear the extra cost of transporting the
child to the nearest aercdrome, plus the
air fares. So I ask the Minister and the
officers of his department to give every
consideration towards keeping these itin-
erant teachers in the outback. The praise
they have received for the services they
are rendering well warrants the depart-
ment waiving any claim to the saving of
cost in education.

MR. HALL (Albany) [7:503: In regard
to education in Australia there is a tre-
mendous burden thrust on the Common-
wealth Government, and also on the
shoulders of those administering this State,
which has to depend on the Common-
wealth for its finance. I sympathise with
the Minister for Education because of the
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many requests he receives to foster educn-
tion by the building of more schools,
additional classrooms, etec. We have to face
the fact that education is a social problem,
and if educational work were properly
carried out it could have a great bearing
on the existing probiem of juvenile de-
linquency and also our general outlook.

I am fully aware that the Minister is
extremely concerned about the pesition and
that our teachers today are honestly en-
deavouring to do a good job. I bhelieve it
is the responsibility of the Common-
wealth Government to assist in the ad-
ministration of education in the various
States—and particularly this State, which
is so sparsely populated—and it should’
give them every financial assistance. I do
no{ think we c¢an heap criticism on the
Minister for Education in this State for
the result of his efforts to improve our
educational standards. He is definitely re-
stricted by lack of finance in trying to
handle a big problem, which is really one
for the Commonwealth Government.

Even if the Commonwealth authorities
gave each Sfate a free hand to administer
its own educational affairs, I am sure the
States would meet the position provided
they were granted sufficient finance to do
s0

1 would draw the Minister’s attention to

.another point which although it is not én-

tirely new, sounds new, and is something
which is to the detriment of our outlook

as ordinary Australians or old Australians.

I refer to the use of the term “new
Australian”. In my opinion, the Minister
should try to remove the term ‘“new Aus-
tralian” from the lips of our young
Australians and also adult Australians,
through the medium of adult education
and child education. I say that in all
seriousness, because the term seems to
create class distinction,

After spesking on the subject with
people who have come to this State from
other countries, I am convinced that they
would be very jJoyful if they were regarded
as ordinary Australians instead of ''new
Australians”, This term was coined when
immigrants started to flow to this country;
and, in my opinion, it is up to0 the teachers
in our schools to break our coming genera-
tion of the habit of using it.

Another matter I would like to raise is
the teaching of music in schools, which
has its limitations. The problem, as I see
it, concerns what I call “the poses and the
supposes’”. This is most evident if we
attend some places of entertainment and
find youths, and even adults, imitating our
best artists by miming to recorded music.
By their actions and movements they
interpret the music that is coming from
the record, and I am quite sure that every
one of them would he a potential musician
if he were properly taught.

In 1958, Australia was visited by a
celebrated saxophonist named Rischa
Rascher; and at the time, he condemned
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the Government for the embargo it places
on musical instruments which, in most
cases, are not manufactured in Australia.
By the imposition of that embargo, the
purchase of a musical instrument is placed
well outside the means of most youngsters
and even adults. The suggestion I wish to
make to the Minister is that if groups were
formed within the schools, as was done in
English schools many years ago, instru-
ments could be purchased for them at
greatly reduced cost.

Some time ago I was associated with
a man who learned his music at a
primary school. He was a tremendously
fine violinist, and he was always askinhg
why Australia did not follow the peolicy
adopted in England. At that time I could
not see the point of his argument, because
one could then buy an instrument reason-
ably cheaply. For instance, one could buy
a saxophone for about £40; but now a
similar instrument would cost £140. If we
could take steps to reduce the cost of
these Instruments and enlist the services
of good musicians for the purpose of
teaching music thoroughly in our schools,
we would begin to raise the culture of our
State and would also put the spare time
of our children to good use. Today our
children, after they leave school, often find
themselves at a loose end.

In the territory of the Minister for
Education at the present time there is a
mevement afoot, as the result of one of
the leading citizens leaving a special be-
quest, for the formation of a school bhand.
I am led to believe that quite recently,
after a little encouragement, the girls are
playing trombones as efficiently as the
boys, and the trend towards juvenile de-
lingqueney in that area has been reduced
to a great extent. The time of the
children at school has been extended so
that they can have their musical studies,
but they still have sufficient time to carry
out their other educational work.

Our children are turning towards enter-
tainment through mechanical means. This
State now has television, as & result of
which everyone watches someone else per-
forming on the screen. I therefore ask
the Minister to consider seriously the
proposition of expanding the teaching of
musical arts in primary schools. I would
point out that in Germany the school-
children are taught to play the harmonica
and reed instruments; and I am sure that
if the children at our schools were taught
to play such musical instruments it would
help to break down the present trend of
juvenile delinquency.

In fact, such expansion in the teaching
of our aris should not be limited to music.
Dancing classes could alsc be conducted
more thoroughly for the benefit of the
girls. Possibly they could be brought up
to ballet standard; and such instruction
would help to develop their bodies, give
them a clear mind, and create in them a
better disposition towards life in zeneral.
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Angther matter which I wish to raise is
one with which members of this House
are closely associated, but it is a
subject they did not study very seriously
until they entered this House. I am re-
ferring to the teaching of politics in our
schools. We complain a great deal, and
very strongly, about the fact that there is
not much reference in our newspapers to
politics and the business of Parliament in
Western Australia, although I must admit
that lately a little more space seems to
have been given to polities in our daily
Press. -

Unless our citizens are educated to
understand politics, they are quite satis-
fied to let things drift along; but if they
were taught to become politically-conscious
they would eagerly seek the political page
in the daily newspaper and we would then
be able to say to the editors, ‘“You have to
give us more space because the public de-
mands it.”

Quite often members bring classes of
schoolchildren to this building, so that the
affairs of Parliament may be explained to
them, and the children seem to enjoy their
visits to this place. I have also had the
privilege of conducting elderly people
through this building, and they have been
amazed at what they saw, and very pleased
at receiving the small brochure explaining
the business of Parliament, which is gen-
erally handed to pecple who visit this
building.

When people can start to learn at 50, T
am sure that polities could be taught with
advantage to the children in the primary
schools. Such teaching could be carried
out in the high schools, and from then on
people would have a fairly good knowledge
of politics. Even now our universities
teach political science or allied subjects as
a matter of course.

I would also like to suggest to the Min-
ister that the teaching of trade unionism
should be introduced in our schoals. We
hear so much about the general friction
of life; but if we look clearly at it we find
that a large percentage of our students
must eventually become trade unionists or
members of trade or allied associations. If
the subject of frade unionism had been
taught to them before they were intro-
duced into that field, they would have been
admirably fitted for their vocation in life
and would not have to begin to learn the
atmosphere that surrounds a trade union-
ist after he leaves school.

The suggestion I have made would not
prove to be detrimental to the State. It
would be a great aid to eliminating friction
between the management and the em-
ployees, because both sides would be able
to put forward their points of view. Trade
union principles should be taught in
primary schools so that youths would be
able to enter the business world well
suited for the requirements. .
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The same scheme should be applicable
to the farmers’ organisations and bankers’
associations. The people engaged in those
industries would know what they were
wotrking for and would not become subject
to ouiside pressures. Trade unionism,
music, and polities should be inecluded in
the curriculum of our schools.

" Another point I wish to refer to is the
effect of long travelling to school on the
minds of our children. There is mental
fatigue associated with such travelling.
Members who travel great distances for
part of the week and then sit in this
House for the rest of it will realise that
the travelling portion of their work is very
hard. If travelling has an effect on the
minds of the leaders of this State, it must
have a greater effect on the minds of
children, who get up at 6 aan. and then
journey up to 70 miles to school.

An attempt should be made to determine
the effect of long travelling on the minds
of schoolchildren, particularly when exam-
inations are about to take place. When
the pressure of studies becomes greater,
the mental fatigue increases. An inquiry
should be made to determine the maximum
distance which schoolchildren should
travel, so that their minds would not be
affected. I do not deny that the best
methods available should he used in the
teaching of our children; but perhaps in
implementing some of the best methods
we are placing too heavy & burden on
their minds.

. I put forward one suggestion. Every
schoolchild should have at least one hot
meal at school per day. Some parents are
improvident and not all children are pro-
vided with hot meals. I know that to im-
plement such a scheme would require a
great deal of finance. Certain children
are neglected by their parents; and, as a
result, some of the children suffer from
malnutrition. If one hot meal were pro-
vided each day at school, all ¢hildren would
be supplied with the energy necessary to
enable them to carry on with their studies.
This scheme will enable the child who has
the brains and ability to use them and to
go ahead; their natural abilities would not
be destroyed by malnutrition.

I also make a plea for the supply of
uniforms to schoolchildren. It has been
said that the cost of such a scheme would
be exorbitant; but the Government has
never been behind in supplying uniforms
to the armed forces, particularly in times
of war. If uniforms were supplied, a great
burden would be taken off the parents,
although a great responsibiilly would fall
on the State and the Commonwealth
Governments.

Many children who attend school and
who are not provided with proper meals
or clothing develop an inferiority complex
which is very difficult to overcome. In-
variably when these children leave school
and draw their first wage they buy the
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most gaudy articles of clothing to attract
attention. The bigger percentage of de-
lingquent children are in the group of those
who lack parental control. No-one in this
House can make the statement that there
is not a lack of parental conirol in some
homes.

This lack of control is brought about by
many factors. Usually the parents are too
busy trying to keep up with the Joneses,
and the Joneses are too busy trying to
keep up with the other Joneses. They all
acquire possessions under hire purchase,
and neglect the necessities for their homes
and their children. The supply of free
uniforms to schoolehildren would make ail
the children somewhat equal in the matter
of clothing. I do not say that every school
should have the' same uniform. All child-
ren should be supplied with uniforms and
one hot meal per day. By so doing we
would overcome a great problem which
faces the children and parents of today.

When children are properly educated
they become a dominant part of the family.
As the educated parent is dominant, so
will his children be if they have a standard
set by the parent. The training of our
children rests largely on the teacher. With
increased salaries, the teaching profession
has become quite attractive. Trainee
teachers should be carefully selected, and
after their training sent fo country areas.
There is one failing: After teachers have
been serving in the country for a pericd
they are returned to the city. In my view
some of them should be left in the country
for a longer pericd, during which perhaps
they might be married in the country and
become more country-minded.

Trainee teachers should be well chosen.
Human heings are creatures of habits, If
people are taught bad habits, they carry
those habits with them through their lives.
‘The impression which the teacher leaves
on the children is long-lasting, and that is
evident .in the case reported in today’s
newspaper in which the leader of Russia,
Nikita Khruschev, glorified the lasting
effect of the teachings of his tutor.

Another point I would refer to is the
effect of television on the community. It
is a big problem which faces this country
as well as other eountries. Last session I
asked several questions in this House about
the type of films shown, and efforts have
been made to improve them. There are
people more capable of delving into the
television field than I. I only want to point
out that television and radio can have a
tremendous influence on the children.

Regarding the needs of my electorate, I
feel that we have heen reasonably well
treated. With the expansion in the area
and in the distriet served by Albany, we
will not be able to keep pace with the
necessary development. Recently I asked
the Minister whether a three-year-high-
school site had been provided for Albany.
The Minister stated that a site had been
set aside, but a decision had not been made
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for the establishment of such a high
school. Prior to that, he had met the rep-
resentatives of our parents and cltizens'
association to discuss this matter. I
realise that when finance is available the
Minister will proceed with the construc-
tion of this high school. A technical
annexe is essential for Albany. The
population covered by the road board and
municipality totals 12,500,

The Government should look after the
education of the children as well as that of
the adults. It should establish a technical
pnnexe to take up the slack in the educa-
tion system. There is the engineering side
as well as the wool-sorting side to be con-
sidered. We need technical education down
there for the employees in the woollen
mills, and such education could be incor-
porated with the other industries associ-
ated with the mills.

Angther point I put forward concerns
scholarships, I feel this is within the
scope of the Minister for Education. Such
scholarships should be awarded to people
employed in industry and commerce. The
selected persons should be rewarded by a
trip of inspection to other industries with-
in the Commenwealth or the State. By
that means they would be able to gain
great industrial experience which would
benefit the industries or sections of com-
merce in which they work,

I do not say scholarships should be
awarded to people holding university
degrees. They should he awarded to em-
ployees in industry, so that those people
would be given the opportunity to study
and examine other industries. I am sure
that this scheme would prove beneficial not
only for the management of the industries,
but also for the employees who were
awarded the scholarships. If this sugges-
tion were adopted, together with my other
suggestion that trade unionism should be
taught in schools, we would have better
co-operation between management and
worker.

Another point I want to refer to con-
cerns the provision of a teachers’ training
college in Alhany. A site was selected, but
I do not know whether it has been re-
tained. In the interests of decentralisa-
tion, such a college should be established
in Albany.

I have covered several aspects of educa-
tion, but there are many others which
could be dealt with on a subject as wide as
this one.

It is a national responsihility to improve
the education of our children. One way is
by establishing national fitness or physical
fitness classes at the schools. Far too
often the sporting facilities that are avail-
able in the schools are not used to the
maximum. If children were taught phy-
sical fitness to a greater degree at the
schools, half the delinquency in our youths
would disappear.
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MR. BICKERTON (Pilbara) [8.13]1: The:
Minister for Education will recall that dur-
ing the Address-in-Reply I referred to the:
necessity for high school facilities to be
provided in Pilbara. By interjection the:
Minister said that I should obtain figures:
from the authorities as to the numbers.
that are available for some form of
secondary education.

I take this opportunity to assure the:
Minister that those figures are being com--
piled. At this stage the road boards are:
collecting them on my behalf, with the
object of bringing this matter before the:
Minister. In the interim I renew the plea
on behalf of my district for secondary
education facilities.

Recently the six road boards in the Pil-
bara area had a ward meeting and one
of the resclutions passed requested the
Government to logk into the possibilities
of establishing high school educational
facilities.

I received a letter from that ward of
road boards which reads—

The following resolution was carried
at the recent half yearly conference of
the above named association:

“That Mr. A, Bickerton ML.A.
be informed that the Ward sup-
ports the establishment of a high
schogl and hoestel in the Pilbara
district and that board secretaries
be asked to supply relevant de-
tails of potential scholars to the
ward secretary for onward trans-
mission to Mr. A. Bickerton
ML.A."

One of the greatest factors militat-
ing against the development of this
area is the difficulty of attracting and
holding an efficient labour force. One
big reason why the labour in this dis-
- trict is so fluid is that if & family have
children of high school age it must
either leave the area or be put to con-
siderable expense due to the children
having to go to Perth or Geraldton
for further study.

Further details will be supplied to
you on this matter when the returns
from member Boards are received.

When I receive those figures I would
like to go into them with the Minister in
some detail, because I firmly believe that
the north-west has advanced as far as
it can without some improvement in the
educational standard.

By that remark I do not mean that the
people in the north-west are uneducated,
but that their advancement is greatly re-
tarded because they are faced with the
cost of sending their children out of that
area when they have finished their pri-
mary education. We are restricted in
that regard; and also—and this is a very
important point—we cannot bring new
people into the areg, particularly technical
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peopie, such as agricultural experts, one of those who consider that the Govern-
schoolteachers, skilled t{radesmen, and ment should provide all amenities in

skilled lahourers.

Only certain groups of people will go to
those areas. Those groups can be classed
as follows:—

{(a) Single persons.

(b) Married persons without children.

(¢) Married persons with very young
children.

(d) Married persons with children
who have finished their education.

Because of that fact we are losing the
services of the group which would be, I
estimate, in the 35 to 50 age group. Unless

those people can afford to leave their.

children in boarding school—and the
majority cannot afford to do so—and un-
less they are prepared to be separated
from their children, we cannot acquire
their services.

Even if it were agreed that high school
facilities were necessary in the Pilbara
area, no-one would expect that they would
be provided tomorrow. A considerable
period would elapse before they could be
installed. Thereifcore I ask the Minister to
view favourably anh increase in this educa-
tional allowance of £80. I am not sure
when the amount wgs last increased,
bringing it to £80, but the matter was
raised at the meeting of the boards to
which I have referred, and the thought
was that a request should be made for the
amount to be increased to £100 or, prefer-
ably, to £125. If that were done, some
assistance would bhe gained until the facil-
ities became available.

The receipt of the increased amount by
the parents would enable them to send
their children away to receive education
down south, that is, if they were prepared
to be separated from them. Those who are
not prepared to be separated from their
children are, of course, lost to the north
because the whole family moves.

I would appreciate it if the Minister
would give consideration to this matter
in order that while we are walting for sec-
ondary educational facilities to be pro-
vided, the £80 now being paid may be in-
creased to £125 which is the figure which
was arrived at after much research was
undertaken on the matter. I assure the
Minister that as soon as I have the figures
available I will discuss the matter with
him. The reason for the delay s that I
wtaént to make sure the flgures are accur-
ate.

MR. (NEIL (Canning) [8.20): I will
be very brief in my comments on this vote
and will confine my remarks to one aspect
of education, this being the activity of
parents and citizen® associations. Although
what I have to say is occasioned by a
specific problem in my own electorate, I
would first of all like to state that I am not

schools. Ome must remember that a child
attends school for only one-fifth of the 24-
hour day, spending roughly five hours at
school. The school is not the major part
of education. Education begins when a
person is born and continues until he dies,
even though that may not be till the age of
99 years or more.

Parents and citizens’ associations play a
vital part in the educational system, in
that they contribute towards the amenities
which are provided at schools. They also
provide a permanent and direct link be-
tween the school and the home, which is
very important. In England, where virtu-
ally all the needs in the school are pro-
vided hy the Education Departments of
the various county councils, I understand
very little intevest is shown by the parents
in the schools. Fortunately in this State,
and probably in the whole of Australia,
parents take a great deal of interest in the
schools, much more so than is the case in
England. It is very important to have close
parent-teacher relationship, which cements
the value of education to the child.

Most parents and citizens' associations
are assisted by the Government, usually
on a pound for pound basis, in the supply
of such amenities as film projectors—both
movie and still radio equipment; and so
onn. The associations which have bheen
established for 10 or 15 years have pro-
vided virtually all they can in the way of
such equipment, and their task then be-
comes centred on obtaining finance for the
maintenance and replacement of that
equipment, Some of them gare at a loss to
know what to do with their energies and
they have endeavoured to raise larger sums
of money for greater projects.

One such project which comes to mind—
and many associations are interested in it—
is the building of an assembly hall if we
can call it such. The idea is that a hall
should be erected in the primary school
grounds to be used generally for physical
culture in the winter, concerts, folk
dancing, and many other like purposes,
and also for meetings. In some cases the
hall could be lef, thus assisting to raise
money.

So far the department has found it im-
practicable to provide any money to as-
sist in this regard. There is one associa-
tion in the distriet which I represent which
has over the past four years raised ap-
proximately £2,000. It has in mind the
building of a hall which will cost between
£10.000 and £12,000, which is rather an
ambitious project. Whilst it may be
thought that such a liberal construction
is not warranted—and I am inclined to
agree—I feel that this type of project is
worth fostering.

Although I know it is impossible at the
moment for the Government to assist, it
should be able to establish some sort of
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fund into which the department could put
a2 certain amount of its grant every year
and, from that fund, subsidise on a pound
for pound basis those associations which
prove to the department, firstly, that they
are capable of raising money; and,
secondly, that they can in fact raise
the 50 per cent. required.

There are, 1 think, four main require-
ments. ‘They are: (1) That a Govern-
ment fund should be established for the
purpese of setting aside money to assist
in the building of school halls, on the basis
of subsiding 50 per cent. of the cost: (2)
that a priority list should be commenced:
(3) that before any association is placed
on the list it should demonstrate that at
least one quarter of the total cost has
been obtained and it should he able to
submit details as to how the remaining
quarter of the total cost is to be raised; and
(4) that the Government should provide
assistance to those on the priority list as
funds become available, I think we should
assume that the cost of these buildings
would be about the £8,000 mark, which is
a fairly reasonable figure. If the Govern-
ment decided that it would assist two
schools each year in this way, it would
then have to find £8,000 a year—half the
cost of each one.

I understand that a survey has been
made in my district by the association to
which I have referred, this being the
Applecross Parents and Citizens® Associa-
tion, and it has been ascertained that
there are only three associations in the
State which would be in the position to
avail themselves of such an opportunity
at the mament, Therefore there would
be no great call on the State’'s finances,
because, as I have stated, many of the
associations have now nothing on which to
spend their money. The establishment of a
hall would provide them with a worth-

while project for which +to work,
thereby maintaining their interest in
the schools, which is vitally important.

MR. FLETCHER (Fremantle) [8.26): I
desire to make a few brief comments on
this very important vote. The member for
Albany mentioned television as a medium
of education, and I mentioned it during
the debate on the Estimates last session.
I believe that television has greater pos-
sibilities than school broadcasts, or even
the projection of films, I visualise that
a. yearly series of lectures could he com-
pi;ed on subjects such as physics and
science.

If every school had at least one tele-
vision set the students would be able to
view these lectures and then the teacher
could elaborate on the subject contained
in them. One has only to watch children
while they are engrossed in a television
programme to know that a scheme such
as I have suggested would be of inestim-
able value.
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Mr. O'Neil: Do you think it would have
a greater advantage than movie films?

Mr. FLETCHER: Yes; I do.
Mr. O’Neil: But it is exactly the same.

Mr. FLETCHER: Children are ncot as
attentive when watching a film as they
are when watching television. Their eyes
never leave the set; so it can be imagined
what value would be gained by a child if
he were to watch a session on physics, or
science, or any other like subject. Instead
of the teacher writing a few things on
a blackboard, the child would be able to
see the actual demonstrations taking place
in front of him on a television programme,
Some of the television programmes I have
seen are of a splendid educational standard,
but unfortunately they are in the minority.

Mr. O'Neil: Most of the films shown on
television are the ordinary Education De-
partment films which are available t{o
schools,

Mr. FLETCHER: If a television set
were made available in each school, the
cost being borne by the department and
not the parents and citizens' association, I
think great advantage would be afforded
the Education Department, the teachers,
and the children.

On the subject of teachers, I do not
want to add to the ego of the ex-teachers
among memhbers present, but I would like
to say that teachers are a splendid dedi-
cated group of pecple who have the future
of our country in their hands. I know
from personal experience that they do
more than is required of them. The aver-
age schoolteacher does not consider his
work as just a job, He does a great deal
extra in the way of teaching music and
dramsa and similar subjects, which make
the life of schoolchildren today more at-
tractive than it was when I was a school-
boy. To do this, teachers spend hours of
their own time preparing pupils for per-
formances in school and other concerts.
I think, therefore, that they are worthy
of commendation on an occasion like this,

They even take & personal interest in
individual cases and individual types of
pupils, who all have their different atti-
tudes to life. No two children react alike;
and yet the teachers, despite the over-
crowding in the classes—and the classes
are still far too large and there are not
enough teachers available—attempt to
take each child individually and try to
help him. I do not bhlame the Government
for the shortage of teachers. There is
just not sufficient money available to em-
ploy mgre. I hope that classes will ulti-
mately dwindle to a size that can be easily
handled by teachers,

I feel there should be more Govern-
ment scholarships, as distinct from private
persons or firms making them available. I
do not think these provide the total
ANSwer. More scholarships should be
granted by the Government,
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In my area there are a lot of children
who leave school immediately they reach
the age of 14 years. They have the
scholastic ability; and if they had the
economic ability to go on to higher educa-
tion they would do well. I recently wrote
out a testimonial for a schoolboy. 1 was
pleased to do so, but I was sorry for the
necessity of having to do it for a boy of
his brilliance. He had academic ability;
he was always fop of his class; and he
could have gone on to higher things. 'iaere
should be more Government scholarships
to assist pupils of that type.

1 do not want to introduce a discordant
note, but there should be greater Federal
grants towards education. Irrespective of
which Government is in power, the Min-
ister should not have to get on his knees
for more finance for such a worthy cause.
We are being outstripped by other natijons
from the point of view of education. Our
country will be only as important or as
strong as the educational qualifications of
its future citizens.

With monotonous regularity over
£190,000,000 is spent each year con alleged
defence. I think a portion of that figure
could be spent to the better advantage
of our citizens. A member of the Federal
Government recently maintained that
£23,000,000 of that £190,000,000 had not
been spent on defence. He was speaking
about hypothetical enemies that exist on
the other side of the world. I feel that a
preponderance of that money could have
been spent to greater advantage on edu-
cation.

I wonder where the Education Depart-
ment would be without the parents and
citizens' associations. The association
connected with the John Curtin High
8chool has recently been successiul in
twisting the arm of our worthy Minister
to the extent that he has decided to make
available the finance necessary to build a
canteen next year for that splendid school.
I am very happy about that. The children
have had to cross a busy road to get to
a tuckshop on the other side. Although
they are not unhygienic premises, they are
inadequate, and it is a busy highway. I am
' therefore pleased that a canteen is to be
provided.

MR. BRADY (Guildford-mMidland}
- [8.35]): When speaking to the Address-in-
Reply I mentioned that the Commonwealth
Government should do more to help edu-
cation in this State. I have received a
number of letters from parents and citi-
zens’ associations throughout the metro-
politan area, and particularly in my own
electorate, urging members of this House
to try to obtain more assistance from the
Commonwealth Government,

I do not think I have to stress upon
the Minister the necessity for obtaining
more money for education. Probably he
is more mindful than T am of the fact
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that even though we are spending about
£9,500,000 on education this year, it is not
enough. I am reminded that in 1951-52,
according to the index of returns that was
handed to members, we were spending
somewhere around £3,250,000 on education.
That was 10 years ago. We are now
spending approximately £9,500,000. Com-
paring the value of the pound 10 years ago
with what it is today, the commensurate
value of expenditure today would he about
£12,000,000.

I know the Government has many
financial calls on its purse strings, and I
am grateful for what the Minister has done
in my area, and also for what was done by
the previous Minister in the Labor Gov-
ernment. Our position has improved
almost immeasurably over the past five or
six years. When I first came into this
House there were about seven public halls
being used for primary and secondary edu-
cation. None of these halls is being used
today angd there is a much better set-up
in regard to education.

I notice that the Minister recently
opened some new activities at the Leeder-
ville Technical School. There are many
thousands of young people in my district
who, I believe, will be seeking improved
technical school facilities in the near
future. I hope the Minister will keep in
mind the fact that we would like to have
many of the educational facilities offered
to technical schools in Perth extended to
Midland Junction. There are four or five
different activities in Perth that could
quite well be introduced into the Midland
Junction Technical School. We have a
vast ares where, for 30 miles around,
people are inierested in primary preduc-
tion. Those people could travel in buses
or in their own vehicles and take advan-
tage of any improved technical facilities
offered.

I would like to suggest to the Minister
that he try to get the advisory committees
in the various areas fo meet more than
once a year. Since the late Mr. W, D,
Johnson was a member, and during my
time, the advisory committee in Midland
Junction has met about once a year. I
think it would be of assistance to the
Minister if these committees could meet
more than once because I think they could
make worthwhile suggestions to the Mini-
ster and his department.

The parents and citizens' associations in
my distriet is anxious about the fact that
some of the hills children are going to be
transferred teo high schools further east.
A deputation met the Minister recently,
and the association is anxious to know
what is to happen.

I was recently asked whether it is pos-
sible to obtain a subsidy to provide
pianos for private schools. It was felt
that music was an essential requirement
and teachers with mausical qualifications
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were being sought. However, unless pri-
vate schools receive a subsidy there will
he difficulties.

Ancther school—the Eden Hill School
—approached me with regard to obtaining
assistance to construct playing fields. The
parents and citizens’ association has
raised £5,000 to £6,000 in the past 10 years.
It wished to lay out a three-quarter acre
plaving ground by mixing cinders and
loam, and the project would have cost
about £200. However, the association was
discouraged by the reply it received from
the Education Department. I telephoned
one of the officers of the department and
he agreed to send a Mr. Bailey to have a
look at the project. I am hoping that the
money will be provided. Any association
that raises £4,000, £5,000, or £6,000 inh a
10-year period should be encouraged.

Another school wanted to lay out a new
playing area. New lawns were put in, but
the school was told by the Water Supply
Department that it could not use the

water. I am referring to the Middle Swan
school. I have made overtures to the
Water Supply Department, which has

agreed to help the school provided it uses
the water at certain hours, The parents
and citizens' association would like to have
the water on for the whole of the seven
days, if it is necessary.

The area served by the Koongamia
School is expanding, Ultimately the school
must become s junior high school; and 1
hope the Minister will erect new class-
rooms, which I understand will be needed
early next year.

I was surprised to receive a reply from
the Minister in answer to a question asked
recently about Hazelmere. He sald it was
not possible for a primary school to be
constructed at the present time, or in the
near future. When I first came into this
House I was at a meeting with the late
Hon. Jas. Dimmitt, M. L.C., when the ques-
tion of the Hazelmere school was dis-
cussed. I think the depariment had given
an assurance that officers were looking for
ground in the area on which {o erect such
a school.

This is & new area and I think there
will be agitation for = primary school.
It during the winter months children are
forced to go to the West Midland Primary
School, which is 14 miles away, in order
to et there they have to cross two creeks.
If those creeks overflow the detour is about
three miles and the position becomes diffi-
cult.

I would like to express my appreciation
to the department for continuing to pro-
vide a part-time youth oarganiser in the
distriet. ‘The previous youth organiser re-
tired from the position last year, and the
new man is feeling his way into the job.
He is doing & good job, and I hope he will
be allowed to continue. He has now intro-
duced some classes, and he is encouraging
local youth to take part in the activities
of the high school.
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It is an economic waste to have a high
school in the district providing every
Tacility if local children are not encour-
aged to go there except for one-fifth of
the day. I think the member for Canning
said that the children are a} school for
only one-fifth of the day. Bui for the
rest of the 24 hours both the buildings
and facilities are there to be used. I
think the community, or the State gener-
ally, eould get a great deal more value out
of our school huildings if we encouraged
our youth to have concerts and engage in

-other activities at our high schools, where

n:’t;dern buildings and facilities are avail-
able,

Fortunately, the Governor Stirling High
School has a marvellous stage, and I
attended a Swan Homes concert there last
Saturday week. There must have bheen 500
or 600 people present, and it was a marvel-
lous success. The children gave of their
best and I think the fact that modern
facilities were available encouraged them,
and the people of the district fook a
greater interest in it because of the sur-
roundings.

I would like to express my own thanks,
and the thanks of the people in my elee-
torate, to the Minister for his continued
interest in that high schoel. I hope that
ultimately the technical school c¢lasses
will be expanded which will be a great help
in avercoming the problem of delinhquency.
I think the trouble with our youth today
is that they have too much time on their
hands, and there are not sufficient facili-
ties available to occupy their minds, Some
parents in my district are encouraging the
youth there to take part in activities, and
I happen to be the chairman of the youth
advisory council. But even with all the
work the counecil does, the technical school
facilitiecs which are avallable, and the:
sporting facilities which can be used,.
there seems to be a vacant spot some-
where in providing for our youth, and
the suggestion about musical training
made by the member for Albany earlier
this evening might be the one bright spot
ort the horizon. If that suggestion is
adopted it should go a long way towards
helping to solve the problem.

That is all I wish to say on the Eduea-
tioh Vote; but knowing how the parents
and citizens' associations wateh these mat-
ters closely, I felt I should mention the
immediate requirements of my disfrict, and
in particular those which have been
brought to my notice during the last three
or four months.

SIR ROSS McLARTY (Murray) [8.4871:
I am sure all members are pleased to see
the very considerable increase in this vote,
an increase for 1960-61 of £911,000. The
estimate for the year is £9,427,690. If one
looks at the general revenue to be received
by the Government one sees that the esti-
mate for 1960-61 is £69,040,000, while the
Education Vote is almost £9,500,000. We
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have to add to that the money spent on
the University, which is another £500,000,
although the money for the University is
not under the control of the Minister for
Education. I often wonder why, because
it is a branch of education.

As has been pointed out by a number
of members, there is a keen demand
that the Education Vote should be
substantially increased, and some educa-
tionists, in their keenness, appear to think
that money is unlimited. I have not locok-

ed at the Loan Estimates for this year -

to see what is provided from that source,
but that also would run inte some millions
of pounds. However, the amount provided
in the Education Vote is substantial, and it
is about one-seventh of the general rev-
enue which the Government receives.

We have to take into consideration the
fact that there are a number of other de-
partments, and members are particularly
interested in health. If we look at the
votes which come under the control of the
Chief Secretary and Minister for Health,
we see that this financial year the total is
£8,000,000 and of that sum £6,500,000 is for
health, The samge thing can bhe said by
other honourable members in this instance
—that more money should be spent on
health. But as one who has had some ex-
perience of the Treasury I know what
pressure is put on it to provide money.
I know, too, that the only way ihe
Treasurer can get monhey is by taking
it from the people. To what extent the
taxpayers of this country would he pre-
pared to put their hands into their pock-
ets any further is a matter which Gov-
ernments have to decide upon.

It has been said that the Commonwealth
should provide more money for education.
I agree with the member for Fremantle
that we have to maintain an educational
standard at least comparable with that of
the average Australian States, but in addi-
tion we have fo keep up with the rest of
the world.

Mr. Fletcher: Hear, hear!

Sir ROSS McLARTY: If we do not do
that we will fall behind. In the event of
the Commonwealth providing more money
it is faced with the same problem as a
State Government; it has to find the
money from some source, and it can only
get it from the taxpayers of this country.
As an ex-Treasurer I know about these
matters because when I was Treasurer 1
used to be confronted with the problem
of getting money for education and for
pther departments. It was always said
that there was not enough money for
education; not enough money for health;
and not enough money for many other
things, But one has {c look at what
money is available and decide what is a
fair allocation to the various Government
departments., I would say of the Minister
for Educaticn that he must have exerted
considerable pressure becaus? he appears
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to have done very well with the vote that
he has—I mean very well in comparison
to the general revenue received,

I have no doubt that if we gave him
a few more million pounds he would find
ways and means of spending it, and spend-
ing it to advantage. But it is a matter
of what can be taken out of general re-
venue, and the best way to spend it.

I did not mean to say much on this vote,
I really rose to say something about affairs
in my own electorate; and I want to draw
the Minister's attention to the difficult
position in my district, In the town of Pin-
jarra we have a large primary school and
also a junior high school. At the junior
high school an assistant head-master as
well as a senior master, are to be appointed
this year. There is a house for the head-
master, but no provision is made for the
assizgtant head or the senior master; and
as far as I know no provision has been
made for the head-master who will be
appointed to the primary school at
Pinjarra.

I wrote to the Minister about this
matter and I asked him if he would see
that something was done. Teachers in my
electorate are finding considerable diffi-
culty in obtaining suitable accommeodation.
They have been used to good accomoda-
tion in their own homes, or with their
own families, and they must find it very
difficult when they are transferred to a
couhtry area and the accommodation is not
suitahle. Sometimes they have to share
rooms, and I do not think that is a very
desirable state of affairs. As we all know,
the sanctity of our own hedroom is some-
thing which we all wish for, and privacy
in life is.largely destroyed when it comes
to sharing accommodation, particularly a
bedroom.

Mr. Rowberry: It depends upon whom
you share it with.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): Order!

Sir ROSS Mc¢LARTY: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman, I think, too, that it is very
desirable for teachers to live in a district
or town to which they are transferred.
They are part of the community life, and
not only the parents but also the ecitizens
generally like to have the feachers living
in the town. I know that at Pinjarra we
are faced with a difficulty in that the
teachers are unable to find accommodation
in the town and some of them live at
Mandurah. They have to travel backwards
and forwards each day. I was told recently,
at a function 1 attended, that the head
teacher who is to be appointed to the
primary school will only be in the town
during the week and will reside in the
city during the week-¢nd.

I hope the Minister is giving some atten-
tion to what I am saying, and I will he
obliged if he will tell me, when he replies
to the debate, what is the department’s
policy as regards the provision of accom-
modation for teachers. It may be that it
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is done in co-operation with the State
Housing Commission; but I believe there is
justification for spending some of the
Education Department's loan money on the
provision of houses for teachers. This
should apply not only to head teachers
and senior teachers, but also consideration
might be given to the provision of hostels
in certain country towns where accom-
modation is acute, so that teachers may
live under reasonable conditions.

Mr. Toms: Particularly in the case of
yvoung girls who go to the country from
the city.

Sir ROSS McLARTY: Yes. Of course
they would have to pay a reasonable
amount for their board; but in some towns,
especially when they have to live at the
hotel, they are asked fto pay an amount
for board which is much more than they
are able ito pay, taking into account the
salary they receive.

Mr. Watts: You know they are sub-
sidised.

Sir ROSS McLARTY: That is so0; subsi-
dies are paid in some cases. But here again
I was wondering whether hostels, where
a number of teachers are employed at a
school, could be bprovided out of loan
money. It would not involve the Education
Department in much loss. I regard this
matter as an urgent cne, and I think
some steps should be taken to rectify it.
I believe the provision of hostels would
be more satisfactory than the Government
having to subsidise teachers where the
cost of their board is much higher than
they can afford to pay.

Mr. Norton: The subsidy is very limited
as to time.

Mr. O'Neil;: Three months.
Mr. Waits: It is more than that now.

Sir ROSS McLARTY: The Minister says
it is more than three months; but no doubt
they were given three months to enable
them to look around to see whether they
could find suitable accommodation. That
is all I wish to say; but I considered the
matter so important that I felt I should
take this opportunity of saying something
while the Estimates were before Parlia-
ment.

MR. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) ([9.0]1:
This is possibly one of the most important
votes to which the Committee has to give
its attention. There is no doubt that the
problem of education is increasing year
by year because of the tremendous needs
of the community. I wauld first like to
support the remarks made by the member
for Murray concerning the problem of
accommeodation in country towns fqr
members of the teaching staff. There is
no doubt whatever that teachers in country
areas meet with considerable difficulties
in regard to accommodation. This obtains
even in the large country towns where
accommodation is provided perhaps only
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for the headmaster, The deputy head-
master and many of the matrried teachers
must fend for themselves.

I do not think it would be impossible
for the Housing Commission te provide
houses which could be let on a tenancy
basis to teachers appointed to country
areas. This could be done in conjunction
with the Education Department, which
would be the owner of the houses, and
which would let them under the same
conditions as houses are let by the State
Housing Commission. We know that banks
find it necessary to provide accommoda-
tion for their staff when transferred to
country areas. This is very necessary par-
ticularly as it refers to the married staff.

I am sure it would not be impossible to
organise some scheme whereby houses
could be provided by the Housing Com-
mission in the various towns in which
teachers are situated. My own son is a
schoolieacher in g high school and is
about to be married next year; and he is
segking accommodation at the moement.
This problem also relates to the guestion
of transport from one place to another. I
have had many people come to me at
various times and express concern at the
lack of accommodation for their sons and
daughters when they are transferred to
country areas. So perhaps the Education
Department will see whether something
can bhe done, in conjunction with the
State Housing Commission, to alleviate
this problem.

1 think it would be to everybody's
advantage, because we train t{eachers and
bring them to the standard of obtaining a
university degree, and thus provide the
children in country areas with facilities
simiiar to those available to children in
the metropolitan schools; and it is import-
ant that those teachers should be given
accommodation comparable to that which
they have leit. The gccomrmodation prob-
lem is, of course, an ever-increasing one,
and it will no doubt continue to get worse
over the years; buit money must be found
to educate the young people of this country.
We all know that the State has its own
difficulties.

I would like to illustrate my pcint by
sayving that the other day I was at a
sports afternoon at Redcliffe. During the
past six or seven vears a new school has
been built at Redcliffe, which has gone
ahead by leaps and beunds. The number
of children it accommodates is 470. Yet we
find that a stone’s throw away a convent
school has been built—less than one-eighth
of a mile from the State school—at which
430 children attend.

The parents not only have the problem
of providing accommodation for their
children but they are also confronted
with the difficulty of providing the build-
ings as well. They have often asked me
whether it is fair that they should have
to provide classrooms, and the necessary
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accommodation, as well as undertake the
teaching of children, and so on. At
least a quarter of the community are
«canfronted with such difficulties. We
all know that many of our children attend
.secondary schools, and then go on to leav-
Aing standard; and perhaps a certain per-
«centage will attend the teachers' training
-college, and eventually become teachers.
‘There is no doubt that very definite diffi-
culties exist in this sphere.

The question was raised as to the pro-
vision of a hall. The Parents and Citizens’
Association is keen to establish a hall on
schoolgrounds, to be used for assembly pur-
poses and for the purpose of raising funds.
"This matter was raised by me when the
Hillcrest State School was in my elector-
ate seven or eight years ago. It is now in
the electorate of the member for Maylands.

1 took the matier up with the depart-
ment to see whether funds could not be
made available to establish a hall at the
.reay of the existing buildings. The idea
was a good one. The Parents and Citizens’
Association proposed to raise funds in
order o provide amenities associated with
education. You cannot leave the Chair,
Mr. Chairman,

{The Deputy Chairman of Commitiees
(Mr. Heal] took the Chair.]

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr. Heal):
He has left the Chair.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: There is no question
that the amounts provided by the parents
and citizens’ associations throughout West-
ern Australia considerably supplement the
Education Vote. Without that supple-
mentation the extras which are supplied by
the associations would not be available. In
the main I think this is a good thing, be-
cause it brings parents themselves more
vitally into contact with the schools, and
with the teachers; and it at least induces
them (o make a contribution to help not
oniy the school but their own sons and
daughters, who are able to secure the
amenities associated with education which
they would not otherwise receive.

So thelr ideals are quite sound. In re-
spect of finance, we know that we, as
State members, have from time to time
impressed upon the powers that be—and,
through the powers that be, upon the
Commonwealth—the necessity for further
fimds to be made available to increase the
State’s Education Vote. I remember that
following the cessation of hostilities a con-
ference of State Ministers was held at
Adelaide for this purpose. That confer-
ence submitted a proposition to the then
Federal Treasurer, pointing out that an
«xtra £10,000,000 should be provided, and
Alstributed throughout the Australian
States for the purpose of increasing the
‘Education Vote.
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Unfortunately all Commonwegalth Treas-
urers, no matter to which pariy they be-
longed, appeared to think that education
is definitely a State matter; because they
were not prepared to intervene., That was
their attitude in respect of universities
for a number of years. They would make
no contributions towards helping universi-
ties. But eventually the finances of the
universities were in such a parlous plight
in all the States that the Commonwealth
Government, Increased the grants to help
provide university education for the youth
of the country, I know how difficult the
position has been in our State right from
the time when the late John Willcock was
Treasurer; it was most difficult to get
financial assistance for our universities
from the Commonwealth Government.

Because of their parlous position the
universities were at last constrained to set
up a Universities Commission {0 examine
this question, and that commission for-
tunately reporied to the Commonwealth
Government that the universities should
be assisted from the funds of that Govern-
ment.

A similar commission should be set up
to deal with primary and secondary edu-
cation. After all, the Commonwealth does
collect the greatest amount of tax from
the people. People have different view-
poinis on this matter, but I am sure the
necessary money could be found to assist
in alleviating the educational probiem
that exists in this State. TUnless that is
done, the Minister who holds the Educa-
tion portfolio will be confronted with the
difficulty of obtaining sufficient funds to
extend the benefits of education.

There is no doubt that today more
people are keeping their children at school
much longer than they did previously.
I have seen & good many of the high
schools that have been set up throughout
the State. They are well equipped, and
prompt the parents to realise the full
value of education. It is absolutely essen-
tial for the boys and girls of our State to
be educated and trained as highly as
possible. If that is not done their future
will be difficult.

We will, of course, always have youths
who do not possess the mental ability or
capacity to continue their studies; and
they, of course, will become the hewers of
wood or drawers of water. There are
others, however, who could be trained as
scientists, mathemadticians, and doctors. It
is essential that the youth of the country
he kept at school until they reach the
leaving standard, or until they matricu-
late; and then possibly they will be able
to go on to higher education.

We all know that students come to us
from Asia, from Indonesia, from Malaya,
and from other ccuntries. We are help-
ing them. They appreciate the necessity
to educate their young pecple; they realise
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that this will help to build their own
countries. We, however, are faced with
the problem of {rying to secure additional
funds.

I am certain the Minister for Educa-
tion is administering the depariment in
a fair and just manner. It is his job to
see that the funds go around, and I am
certain that all Ministers would endeavour
to do the right thing throughout the
State.

MR, ROWBERRY (Warren) 1913): I
feel I would be lacking in my duty towards
my electorate, towards the State, and to-
wards education generally, if I did not
make a contribution to this debate on the
Education Vote. Like the member for
Murray, I will begin by commending the
Minister, and keeping on his soft side. I
notice that by far the greatest amount of
money that has been dedicated in the
Estimates to education has been taken up
by transport.

That, of course, highlights the difficul-
ties confronting Western Australia and its
scattered population. Members will also
notice that the amount set aside for the
transport of children is approximately nine
times as much as that being spent on
primary education, That should give us
some idea of the difficulties with which
the Minister and the department are con-
fronted in dealing with education.

I was interested to hear the member
for Fremantle mention that television and
visual education could play a large part in
the education of our children. I wonder
whether part of the money spent on
transportation could not be spent on a
central visual education centre, so that in-
stead ¢f having numerous schools and
teachers scattered all over the State and
having to bring the children in to central
schools, we could have them educated at
the source, as it were.

I know there are difficulties associated
with this. We are having difficulties in
other parts of the State at present in re-
gard to the cutting down of costs in one
place and depriving people of employment
in the same place. That is a headache
I leave to the Minister. It is an in-
teresting viewpoint whether we can devote
to visual education, such as television,
some of the money spent on transporting
children, In my electorate there are many
difficulties and headaches in getting
children to school. The children are called
upen to be away from home for long hours.
Some leave their homes at 6 a.m. and do
not return until 6.30 p.m.—and that is a
long time for young children to be away.

I know the Minister is doing all he pos-
sibly can to alleviate this situation. He
has done a remarkable job. I commend
him for the manner in which he has over-
come a number of difficulties in the way
of transportation in the Warren area, and
I render him my sincere thanks.
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On the matter of housing for school-
teachers and other Government employees,
if I remember rightly I put up a proposi-
tion when I was speaking on last year’s
Address-in-Reply. ¥ advocated or requested
that 2 scheme be worked out between the
State Housing Commission and the various
Government departments whereby certain
houses could be allocated to Government
emplovees.

Even though those Government em-
ployees, in the course of their employment,
are transferred from place to place at
short intervals, it follows that the same
number of Government employees are con-
tinually in each town, The same number
will be present although they will not he
the same individuals, Therefore, they
should have an egqual c¢laim upon the allo-
cation of State housing homes with any-
hody else in the community.

The Ministers concerned should get to-
gether and work out a scheme wherebhy
Government employees would have a
certain number of State housing homes
allocated to them in a particular district;
and those homes would be for Government
cmployees alone. There would be no in-
justice in that scheme, because once it was
known these houses were dedicated to
schoolteachers, Rural and Industries Bank
officials, Department of Agriculture em-
ployees, policemen, and so on, it would be
readily understood and accepted by the
population that the houses were for that
purpose, I am of the opinion that each
gg the Ministers should look into this mat-

T,

I, like the member.for Fremantle, am
not afraid to touch on controversial
issues. The member for Murray said that
if more money is spent on education, more
money is taken from the people. That is
net necessarily so. It is a question of allo-
cation—a question of priority. I maintain
—and have done so ever sinece I have been
a member of this House—that the most
important need in our community—and
indeed in the world—is education. It is
no good spending £190,000,000 on defence.
We must spend more monhey on education
s0 that people will be more aware of the
stupidity of war,

Therefore, in my opinion, £90,000,000 of
the £190,000,000 spent on defence should
be allocated by the Federal Government
to education. ‘That would be & better safe-
guard against war than the spending of
these millions on ideas and proposals on
how to destroy people. It has been said
of education that its code is to give life
and give it more abundantly; not to de-
stroy it. Therefore this Parliament and
this Government should press the Federal
Government for more money for educa-
tion.

The people of this State are taxed to the
limit of their ecapacity to pay; and the only
other source of additional revenue is from
the Federal Government. Therefore I say
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the responsibility belongs to that Govern-
ment. If the responsibility for the defence
of the continent lies with the Federal Gov-
ernment, so also should the responsibility
for education, which, in my opinion, is the
safest and best means of protecting us
from ourselves and from other people.

I remember that about 12 years or 15
years ago at a summer school at the Uni-
versity of Western Australia I spoke about
our being outstripped in technical educa-
tion. I was rash enough to get up in my
place and compare our system of educa-
tion with the system which then prevailed
and stil! does pertain in Russia. I pointed
out then that we were going to be out-
stripped in technical education—and that
was long before the time of sputniks; if
was years before they were even thought
of. Unfortunately, all the response I re-
ceived was to he condemned as a fellow-
traveller.

One young lady came up behind me when
I was leaving the lecture room and said
to me, “You will be a marked man from
henceforth.”” Even those ideas need tak-
ing from the minds of people. It should be
possible to express one’s views when mak-
ing a comparison with another country,
even though one does show up one’s own
country to disadvantage.

To me, edueation is not simply being
trained in the art of making a living; and
it does not matter really whether one is a
hewer of wood or a drawer of water, as has
been mentioned in this debate previously,
provided one can live to one’s full
capacity. I remember one of the wisest
men the world has ever known lived in a
barrel. That was his only means of pro-
tection from the weather and from the
rude gaze of the populace. So the standard
we attain in society does not reflect our
real education at all.

I want to add my commendation to that
of other speakers in regard to the teaching
staff of our schools, both primary and
secondary. In my association with them—
and it has been close over a number of
yvears—I have found them to be dedicated
and devoted. They place a very high value
upon the importance of education; they
put a very high value on their place in
the community; and they are doing work
of inestimable value in our community and
are bringing up our young people in the
way they should be brought up.

[The Chairman of Committees (Mr.
Roberts) resumed the Chair.]

ME. W. HEGNEY (Mt. Hawthorn)
[9.25]: I desire to speak briefly on these
Estimates. The discussions tonight re-
mind me of the mild criticism that was
received by the previous Minister for
Education when he qualified some of his
replies in regard to the building of class-
rooms for the supply of necessary finance
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for the development of playing fields, and
50 forth. I am not going to criticise the
Minister for Education this evening, be-
cause he knows, as I and every other
member know, of the continuing difficul-
ties and the continuing problems that
exist in this State, some of which will be
accentuated in the next few years.

It is interesting to note from the report
of the Education Department that in 1939,
the number of schoolchildren attending
State schools was 57,700, while in 1949
it was 65,750. That represented an in-
crease of 8,000 children in 10 years., That
was a fairly significant increase. In 1955,
93,400 children were atlending our schools;
while in 1959 the filsure was 115,852,
Therefere, in that 10-year period, there
was an increase of 50,000 children—five
times the increase of the previous 10 years.
I stress that point to indicate that no
matter what Government is in office in
this State—-whether it be a cozlition Gov-
ernment comprising Liberal and Country
Party members, or whether it be a Labor
Government—the problemm will continue
for quite a period.

I notice that £2,414,000 will be aliocated
from lean funds for school huildings, in-
cluding the additions to high schools in
quite a number of places, and the provi-
sion of ifurther classrcoms for primary
schools; and a further £8,427,000 will be
provided from revenue for education pur-
poses. Therefore, the total from loan and
revenue will approximate £12,000,000. I
am not criticising the Minister, but I think
he will agree that this amount cannot
meet all the reqguirements for education
purposes. Although the money availgble
from both loan and revenue may increase
in the next few years, the amount will not
be requisite to meet all the reasonable
needs of the Edueation Department in
Western Australia.

When I say “reasonable needs,” I do not
refer exclusively to primary education, nor,
indeed, to secondary education. I would,
if anything, step up all activities in regard
to technical education. If the Minister is
going to reply I would like him to give
an indieation as to what the position might
be or could be in the next financial year
in vegard to the construetion of the tech-
nical school huildings in the James Street
area. In passing, I would point out that
the necessary loan funds will not be avail-
able to meet all the reguiremnents.

The member for Murray mentioned that
quarters should be available to all school-
teachers in the country. I do not think
anybody will argue the point with him;
but if I interpret the point aright, the
Minister will be bound fo indicate that a
systetn of priorities must operate in re-
gard to the Education Vote, and that first
things must come first. If hostels are
built, playing fields are developed, and
other amenities are provided—shelter
sheds and verandahs—there will be so
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many fewer classrooms, and criticism will
naturally come from the teachers and from
the parents and citizens' organisations. It
will be found that the system of priority
must continue to operate for some time.

Just as an indication of the position, I
wish to refer to a school in my electorate
and one which is in an adjaceni elector-
ate. The Tuart Hill High School will be
a five-year high school in due course. It
has been raised to the status of a high
school; and I understand that the present
headmaster, who did a marvellous job at
the Mt. Lawley High School and was later
transferred to the Tuart Hill High School
in accordance with the procedure of the
department, will be tranhsferred to another
three-year high school, and a different
headmaster will take over the Tuart Hill
High School.

The students who will attend at Tuart
Hill will ‘come from Lake Guelup, Mt.
Hawthorn, ‘Nollamara, North Nollamara,
Osborne Park, North Perth, Tuart Hill,
Wannerop, and Yokine. The Tuart Hill
High School has a capacity of 1,500, and
there will be 1,630 students at the school
next year. I have not the figures for other
high schools, but I assume they will be
taxed to the limit. As a result, the Dircc-
tor of Education, the Deputy Director, and
the staff will be required to do the best
they can in the eircumstances.

It has becn suggested that some of the
high schools are too large. In conjunction
with the member for Leederville, I was
discussing this matter with a departmental
officer, and he mentiocned that Eton in
England was one of the largest public
schools there, and that it had a great
reputation.

Even if the Eduecation Department, or
the Minister for Education, or the Govern-
ment decided that our high schools were
too large and that their accommodation
should be halved so that twice the number
of high schools would have to be estab-
lished, there would still be the problems
of finance and of obtaining the requisite
teachers., The obtaining of teachers would
not be so difficult these days as the provi-
sions of building and equipment to meet
all the requirements.

The numbers of teachers are increasing;
1 think that in round figures we now have
more than 4.500 full-time teachers. As
the salaries—I am open to correction here
—are still determined by the appropriate
authority in this State substantially on the
lines of the New South Wales determina-
tions, it is likely that the standard of
salaries will be if anything, raised com-
mensurate with the nature of the work
which feachers do.

It is pleasing to note—previous speakers
have mentioned this; bhut I think we all
agree with what they have said—that the
tendency on the part of many parents
today is to keep their children at school
for as long as they possibly can. I know
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many breadwinners who are not on a large
margin and who have the everyday com-
mitments that the ordinary salary earner
is subjected to, but who are making sacri-
fices to give their children a good hasie
secondary education. After all, it is realised
that the days of the unskilled labouyrer—
the pick-and-shovel labourer—have long
since passed, and that it is necessary for
the nation to ensure, as far as possible,
that the c¢hildren are adequately educated
to meet our complex future.

This brings me to the point that no
matter which Government is in office it
will obtain its Education Vote from the
two sources I have mentioned—loan and
revenue. If the Government of the day
provides more than a certain percentage
of its money for educational purpoeses, then
some other branch of Government activity
must suffer. I would say——this is not pass-
ing the buck; I think all members will
agree with it—that with the rapid increase
in scheol population in our State—an in-
crease of about 5000 a year; and the
trend in the next year or two may be even
greater—no apologies should be made for
any State Government pressing the Com-
monwealth continually for inereased grants
to provide for the needs of education.

After all, the children of our State, and
those of New South Wales and the other
States, are children of the Commonwealth.
The Commonweaith has the prerogative
in regard to such matters as external
affairs and the armed forces—the Navy,
the Army and the Air Force—and the
Commonwealth draws a large number of
young State citizens into the ranks of
these services.

As the Commonwealth in the ultimate
receives the benefit of the education pro-
vided for the children by the States, 1
suggest the responsibility is on the Com-
monwealth tec provide extra money for
education—and money spent on education
is the best long-term investment I know
of —tp enable the State Governments to
meet their expanding needs.

I have no figures in regard to what I
am going to say now, but I have met a
number of youths and young women who
have gone through the primary schools;
who have entered the secondary classes in
our State schools and in the private
schools; and who have then gone on to
the University. Whilst at the wvarious
schools they have been treated as children
and have been subject to a certain amount
of supervision over their studies; and from
these schools they took their junior and
leaving examinations. A number of these
children stepped from the sheltered halls
of our high schools into the University
where the atmosphere and the approach
to education are somewhat different.

To my knowledge there is a fair amount
of wastage between children who have
attained leaving standard, and those who
complete their studies at the University.
I think attention should bhe directed to
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ascertaining the regsons for that wastage.
There is either some weakness in the high
school system—1I do not think there is—
or there is something too stringent for
the students when they go fo the Uni-
versity. It is a pity that so many of our
ambitious boys and girls should be denied,
deprived, or frustrated in regard to con-
tinuing their studies at the University and
qualifying in due course as well-trained
and competent citizens of our community.

I have just one word to say on the
matter of transport. Various members
might consider that children should not
travel the present distances to the con-
solidated schools. But if one were to
suggest that there should be a reversion
to the old order, one would meet with quite
an amount of opposition. When I was
the Minister, I used to make inquiries
from the parents and from the teachers
as to whether they considered the travel-
ling by motorbus to and from school had
a_ detrimental effect on the children.
Usually the answer was satisfactory; they
said there were no repercussions or re-
actions. The majority of the parents said
that when the children returned home
they were looked after and put to bed
early so that they could have a good rest
and be ready for school next morning.

Here we have our State spending, in
round flgures, about £1,000,000 a yecar-—
perhaps a little more—to transport country
schoolchildren from their residences fo
their schools, and back again. I suppose
that expense will increase in the next few
vears as the numbers of children increase,
and as costs increase,

Altogether in Western Australia there
are 150,000 children attending primary
schools. I had a look at the statistics in
the last report of the Director of Educa-
tion, and I found that there are 36,500
children attending private schools. One
would shudder to think what would happen
if, overnight, the private schools decided
to close, and all the children attending
those schools had to go to the State
schools. Such an eventuality would create
a first-rate problem. However, I do not
think it is likely to happen.

I have noticed over the years that the
administrative staff of the department—
there is nothing but commendation for the
teaching staff: primary, secondary, and
tfechnical—are very much on fthe target.
Sometimes one receives criticism from
pecople in a particular area in regard to
what is likely to happen in connection
with intake of a certain high school in
the following year.

I have found that almost invariably the
officers of the Education Department, after
consultation with the State Housing Com-~
mission and the local authorities in regard
to bhuilding permits, and in conjunction
with the headmaster in the nerve centre of
the particular district concerned are rarely
out in their calculations.
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They seem to know just what the posi-
tion will be in February of the coming
year in all of the schools; and they are
ahead of the position in regard to finding
out what the requirements will be in diff-
erent prowing districts, because they have
the school-sites committee, which is very
farseeing in its activities, to assist them. I
think that, all in all, these people do a
wonderful job in providing schoolsites and
in recommending to the Minister that
provision might be made for so many
classrooms here or a school there. Gen-
erally speaking, in the face of great
difficulties with our increasing school
population, they de a very fine job,

MR, WATTS (Stirling—Minister for
Education—in reply) [9.43]1: I thank
members for addressing themselves so
thoughtfully to these Estimates; and I
express my regret that owing to an urgent
telephone eall jus{ as the Committee was
about to resume, I was unable to arrive
here in time to forestall the eompletion of
the Premier's Estimnates, which I had every
intention of doing.

I would like first of all to deal with
some of the remarks that have been made
by members. The member for Albany re-
ferred to the effect that travelling has on
children, I entirely agree with the hon-
ourable member who has just resumed his
seat, the member for Mt, Hawthorn, who
said that, in regard to the great majority
of children, there is no evidence of
any detrimental effect on their health.
If they are in normal good health the
effect is undoubtedly beneficial owing to
the social contacts and the opportunities
for organised sport and the like which they
receive as a result of their being trans-
ported to centralised schools.

As a matter of fact, some years ago. an
investigation was made into this matter be-
cause the same point was strongly raised,
and it was found that in very few cases
indeed was there any suggestion that any
detriment was suffered by the children, and
most of those cases were due to the child-
ren being in poor health or suffering from
some infantile malady which resulted in
their being unable to stand the strain. It
was found that, in fact, they would have
been unable to stand the strain of attend-
ing a small school.

Mr, Ross Huibchinson: The advantages
far outweigh the disadvantages.

Mr. WATTS: Yes; that is quite correct.
And,. in the main, the benefit the children
receive is very great which has, indeed, been
demonstrated by these inguiries,

The member for Guildford-Midland,
among other thihgs, referred to the heces-
sity, in his opinion, for the subsidising of
pianos for schools, other than Government
schools. As the honourable member ought
to know, an amendment of the Act is heces-
sary in order that such a subsidy could be
paid, and for the information of the
honourable member—although at the
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moment he is unable to be present—I
would like to teli him that such an amend-
ment is in the course of preparation and
I hope to submit it to the House during
this session.

In regard to the remarks made by the
member for Murray, I sympathise in-
tensely with him in his desire to have
quarters provided for the greater propor-
tion of school teachers. A greater number
of quarters have, in fact, been provided in
recent years. They have, of course, been
provided to meet the first priority; namely,
when new schools have had to be opened.
That, applies particularly, as the member
for Mt. Hawthorn knows, to newly-settled
areas; that is, war service land settlement
areas and other areas of settlement where
schools have had to be opened and where
there is no place whatever for the teachers
to stay. ‘There has also been a consider-
able number erected elsewhere; some of
them by the Housing Commission.

However, the Housing Commission never
contemplated building houses for depart-
ments; its policy was to build houses for
individuals and difficulties are always aris-
ing in regard to the number-—usually the
limited number—that the Housing Com-
mission can provide. However, 1 think
that last year a total of something like 19
houses were provided for teachers in
various parts of the State. Of course, it is
quite clear that a reasonable house for a
teacher costs very nearly as much as a
classroon; and therefore, if a centre is
suffering from a shortage of classrooms
every house that is built from the same
money resources lessens the number of
classrooms that can be built.

As a result, there has to be a determina-
tion on what is most essential and what
has the highest priority. The Bill that I
introduced the other day in regard to high
school hostels was designed to supple-
ment to the greatest degree possible
the funds available to the Education
Department in order that they should not
be overstrained by having to provide hostels
for schoolchildren out of loan funds from
which classrooms and quarters have to he
provided. That, I hope, will enable us
to perhaps do a little better next year in
regard to the housing problem. I cannot
hold out any hope of any substantial im-
provement on last vear’s figures during the
current financial year.

I was interested in the remarks made by
the member for Murray in regard to finan-
cial expenditure. As he said, the estimnate
is £9,427.690. That represents approxi-
mately 14 per cent. of the fotal revenue of
the State anticipated for this year. How-
ever, if one removes from that total revenue
the amount attributable to instrumentali-
ties such as the railways and other similar
departments which are really not revenue-
producing in the ordinary sense of that
term, it will be found that it reduces the
approximate figure to about £50,000,000.

2373

and therefore the estimate of £9,427,000
odd is nearer 20 per cent. or one fifth of
the total revenue of the State which is be-
ing offered for revenue expenditure on
education.

The amount has been considerably in-
creased over that of last year, mainly due
to the increase in salaries, students' allow-
ances and cleaners’ pay, which will raise
the expenditure by something like £800,000.
The balance is due to quite a number of
factors—increases here and there, which
would make a considerably long list, but
which would provide very little in the way
of information if it were made available.

On the loan side the actual figure which
would be available to the deparfment, in-
cluding the amount which is allocated to
the north-west as a separate item for
the current vyear, is something Ilike
£2,575,000, which is approximately £600,000
more than the expenditure for the pre-
vious year. That represents approximately
13 per cent. of the total loan resources
of the State for the same financial year,
which is a considerably higher percentage
—and that is the hest criterion—than in
any previous year during the last decade.
So it will be quite obvious that in the
State’s resources strenuous efforts have
been made {o provide funds which will
enable a considerable percentage of our
difficulties to be overcome.

The member for Mt. Hawthorn was quite
correct when he referred to the fact that
last year there were approximately 4,500
children who entered the schools on the
1st February; that is, additional num-
bers. He thought that the same number,
or a little more, might be forthcoming for
the coming vear. I would agree with him
or the acecuracy of the departmental esti-
mate for last year. If my memory serves
me aright, out of an estimate of 4,500,
the department was actually only about
25 out, and as the estimate was made out
about five months before the lst February,
I thought it was a remarkahble achieve-
ment.

Therefore I am hoping that the estimate
for the forthcoming year is correct. If it
is, there will be a welcome measure of re-
lief because the figure the department has
given me today is 3,500. I can only express
the hope that it will be correct because.
if it is, it will save the pressure of approxi-
mately 40 or perhaps 60 classrcoms, de-
pending on what type of school they are
providing for.

Last year, ending on the 30th June,
there were 238 classrooms completed dur-
ing the year. That was four more than
were completed in the previous year. When
one uses the term classroom one is in-
clined to lose sight of the fact that it
involves a good deal more than a class-
room itself. If the classroom is in new
school premises then there are, of course,
a tremendous number of school anciliaries
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that go with it, such as ablution blocks,
lavatory blocks, storercoms, a room for
the headmaster, and so on. -

All of these ancillaries have to be
paid for, and when it comes to the ques-
tion of payment, it is merely referred to
as payment for seven classrooms and the
rest are not counted. When it is & ques-
tion of additions to schools, very often, to
a lesser degree, the same thing happens.
The ablution block has to be extended and
o on. So when it is said that we have
built two classrooms for £10,000, this does
not mean that each classroom has cost
£5,000. It could be that £2,000 has been
spent on the added ancillary buildings and
rooms.

This year we hope to build 260 class-
rooms. There will be some physical diffi-
culty, no doubt, in buliding them. But as
238 were completed last year, I am
hopeful that we will be able to achieve
that number. That brings me to the ques-
tion asked by the member for Mt. Haw-
thorn as to the prospect of the technical
buildings on the northern side of the rail-
way which, I believe, is now known as
the cultural centre. I must say that I am
extremely hopeful that a start will be made
in the coming financial year on those
buildings. At present designs are being
prepared, and I have every reason to hope
that a commencement will be made with
them because it is becoming vitally nec-
ecessary that that work should be done.

Ten years ago the emphasis was on
primary education. The post-war groups
were increasing in numbers, and they were
about the age when primary education
was warranted. About six years later the
emphasis shifted to secondary education.
It is still there to a substantial degree, but
slowly but surely the emphasis is moving—
a5 I think the member for Mt. Hawthorn
indicated was his opinion—to the technical
section. So our considerable problems of
providing for some technical facilities not
only in the metropolitan districts, but alsc
in certain substantial rural centres, 1s
rapidly growing. .

Steps are being taken to provide a tech-
nical annexe at Bunbury, and another at
Albany, and work on those should be com-
pleted within the next 18 months, so that
a sound commencement can be made,
under suitable conditions, on the provision
of technical education for those young
people who are available to receive it and
require it in those provineial centres.

The time is rapidly approaching, quite
obviously, when other places will have to
receive some attention because, as their
population grows, the demand -must arise
and increase in due course. In connec-
tion with technical education, one hon-
ourable member—I have forgotten who—
made reference to the students from Asia.
I say quite frankly that we are extremely
glad to have them here. We are very
pleased to be able to make some contribu-
tisn towards the betterment of the con-
ditions whieh exist in those countries.
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Particularly, I say that of the Malayan
students with whom I have had greater
cantact and who, in the main, have shown
themselves to be a very fine group of
young people to receive any henefit that
we can confer upon them.

There is in the technical section at
present about 200 of those students. They
cost this State between £40,000 and £50,000
a year on a rough calculation. They are
undergoing study as a result not only of
Western Australian Government policy but
also of national peolicy. Our representa-
tion to the Commonwealth Government
that it should bear a proportion of the
cost of providing this education has not
been agreed to. These students are wanted
here. We are providing the facilities with-
out any distinction, and to the utmost of
our ability. It would have been much
better if the Commonwealth Government
had agreed to accept some responsibility.

On the point of Commonwealth aid for
education, this matter rests largely on pro-
vision of the capital funds required, OQur
greatest problem in this State is that we
are wrapped up in a big building pro-
gramme. If we were to do justice to all,

- we would be building a new technical in-

stitute on the north side of the railway
line; making substantial improvements to
technical education facilities in places like
Midland Junction; proceeding faster with
the motor trade technical school at Car-
lisle, which will make some progress and
contribution to the State in the coming
yvear; providing technical education facili-
ties in various parts of the State; building
at least one new teachers’ college: and
providing several other substantial build-
ings in the nature of gymnasia which are
sadly lacking and which cannct he pro-
vided at the present. In addition, a list
of other desirable projects could be drawn
up. I should say the total cost of pro-
viding those buildings would amount to
£6,000,000 to £8,000,000.

If some arrangement could be made to
assisf this State in the construction of
those buildings over a period of four years,
and the funds which are now available
continite to be available without being
diminished, to enable this State to catch
up with the normal requirements, our
problem would be seven-eighths solved, if
not, wholly solved, in the nex{ six or seven
years. When it comes to providing these
additional buildings without the resources,
and at the same time having to Keep pace
with the ordinary additional school ac-
commodation and ancillary buildings, the
difficulty becomes tremendous. It is true
that at the conference of the Educational
Couneil of Australia in Hobart last year
the Ministers reached conclusions very
similar to those I have just enunciated.
What progress will he made in the further-
ance of that idea I am not at this stage
in a pesition to comment on.
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I am hopeful that at least before this
House meets again in the coming year
we will know about it—whether it be
good, had, or indifferent.

In regard to the subject of teacher train-
ing there has been a steady increase in
the number of students being trained, and
the number must be maintained each year
so long as there continues to be an in-
crease in the number of children seeking
admission to schools.

The majority of students entering teach-
ers’ colleges in 1961 will commence to
teach in 1963. Hence, in deciding the in-
take, estimates of school enrolments for
two years ahead must be considered. As
.a result it is thought necessary for 13,050
students to be in training in 1961, an
increase of some 40 over the present year.
Because of this increase in number and
the marginal adjustment in salaries of
staff, the allowance for students will in-
crease by approximately £79,000 for the
year. There will .also be an inerease in
the supervisory staff, to provide adeguate
supervision for the increased enrolments
in the schools.

As will be noticed in today’s newspaper,
Mr. Johnson, a very highly qualified
teacher with great experience of inter-
service instruction of teachers, has heen
appointed superintendent of inter-service
training. I have not the slightest doubt—
knowing sotnething of Mr. Johnson—that
he will do a very valuable service for
teachers, in ‘providing them with the op-
portunity which might be likened to a
short post-graduate eourse, during the time
of their services with the department. In
these days of advanced knowledge and
rapid changes there is no doubt whatever
that every effort must be made to keep
abreast of the times. I think that is what
Mr. Johnson will have a great deal o do
with.

I do not propose to cover very much
more ground, because I have dealt with
the more important matters which concern
the department at the present time. I
thank members for their reception of the
vote and trust it will be agreed to.

Vote put and passed.

VYotes—Crown Law Offices, £611,597;
Electoral Department, £34,199; Licensing,
£10,126; Arbitration Court, £33,129—put
and passed.

Vote—Department of Industrial Develop-
ment, £207,495:

MR. COURT (Nedlands—Minister for
Industrial Development and Minister for
the North-West) [10.91: The vote for
this department has been increased by
£30,650 for the year. Last year the ex-
penditure was £176,836, compared with &
vote of £183,595. This year the estimate
is £207,495: and represents an increase of
£30,659, to which I referred.
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During the year considerable progress
was made on the training of staff and the
development of the department. The work
of this department is a specialised type,
and it is not easy to acquire the staff that
is particularly suited to all phases of in-
dustrial development. However, I am
pleased to report that some progress has
been made.

The department is functioning in several
distinctive spheres of industrial develop-
ment activity, There is the promotion of
local trade; that is, the sale of locally
made goods within the State. There is
the promotion of export trade; that is,
the sale of Western Australian produced
goods in the Eastern States and in other
countries. There is the decentralisation
drive that we are pressing on with.
There is of course the entirely different
technigque that is necessary for the attrac-
tion of industry—whether it be to encour-
age local expansion of industry, or the
attraction of capital and know-how from
the Eastern States or abroad. Members
will appreciate that each of these phases
of industrial development calls for an en-
tirely different technique.

Regarding attraction of industry and
know-how, the emphasis has been on lining
up a diversity of industries to give a
broader basis to our economy. One of the
difficulties is to encourage a great
diversity of industry to come here, so that
a greater selection of careers will be avail-
able to the young people of this State. If
we are not careful there will be an over-
emphasis on one particular type of produc-
tion which in turn will severely restrict
the availability of careers for young peobple.

An analysis of the situation will guickly
reveal that if we are to retain the best
brains and the best technieal skills within
the State, we have to so organise the in-
dustrial development programme that
there will be ample opportunities for people
seeking different careers to have a selec-
tien of careers available. It is not every-
one who wants to follow a professional
occupation; to become a tradesman; or to
follow a particular line of business. I is
becoming very apparent that we have to
50 organise our industrial development
programme as to have ample scope for a
diversity of careers.

In this regard there is a very close link
with education. I want to pay a tribute to
the Education Department for its willing-
ness to co-operate with industrial develop-
ment to ensure that technical training in
this State is geared to the industrial de-
velopment programme. Through the good
offices of the Minister for Education, the
Director of Education watches the situa-
tion very closely and keeps in touch with
the Department of Industrial Development
to make sure that when we arrange a new
type of industry involving new technical
skills, the necessary educational facilities
are anticipated; so that when the skills
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are required in the State they will, in fact,
be available. For that reason it is very im-
portant for the Department of Industrial
Development to maintain close lialson with
the Education Department, particularly on
the techniecal side.

One illustration, of course, is the agree-
ment with Australian Paper Manufactures
Ltd. This new industry will involve new
technical skills which at present are
not practised in this State. If the
Laporte organisation is attracted to West-
ern Australia as a result of current nego-
tiations, further new skills will be neces-
sary. New skills will be réequired for the
maintenance of that type of plant, as well
as for the chemical side of the industry.

Every time we attract a new basic in-
dustry to this State we are attracting a
new npool of careers—attractive and diver-
sified—for this State. That is the main
reason we are casting our net as wide as
possible to line up as many diversified
industries as we can, It has, of course,
the obvious benefit of giving a broader base
to our economy, but I think the even more
important benefit is the diversity of careers
it offers for our young peaple.

To make sure that these industries are
well and truly caught within the net, we
are, of course, trying to enter into con-
tractual commitments with these indus-
tries, and these are not always easy to
negotiate; because onée a firm of repute
signs a contract obligating itself to come
o Western Australia at a certain time to
establish an industry of a certain size, it
must then honour that obligation. These
industries naturally prefer to be free to
come when it suits them; but so far as the
Government is concerned it is very import-
ant that it should have these industries
subject to a contractual commitment.

This enables the Government to antici-
pate the educational, labour, housing,
water, and transport requirements, and the
like, in order that we will not get economic
indigestion at the time these industries
establish themselves. Particularly is this
necessary if more than one major industry
attempts to establish itself at the one time.
Also, if we can make contractua! arrange-
ments with some of these major industries
it assists us very greatly to iron out the
highs and lows which have characterised
the industrial development in this State
in the last 20 years—highs and lows which
bring frustration and a degree of dissatis-
faction not only te the industries them-
selves but to the peoble who are seeking
employment. .

S0 as to stimulate the activities of the
department and obtain the maximum use
of the facilities available, we have co-
opted some outside help. Firstly, on the
staff side, we were able to obtain from
the Commonwealth, two senior officers on
temporary secondment, These are very
useful to us because they are experienced
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officers; and, quite apart from their ad-
ministrative ability, they have had a lot
of experience with Commonwealth depart-
ments.

One of them has had overseas experi-
ence; and at this particular time, when
we are deoing all we can te attract in-
dustry here, and find we have to negotiate
on hehalf of new industries with the
Customs Department and on such matters
as foreign exchange and so on, it is very
useful for the department to have an ex-
perienced Commonwealth officer available
to it, especially when he knows his way
around those various departments. I think
it has heen a move which has been
justified. Tt gives us the opportunity of
training our owh local people to assume
these more senior appointments in due
course.

The work of the Industries Advisory
Committee has continued. This is an
honorary body that gives very freely of
its time. In faet, it never ceases to
amaze me how much time these gentle-
men are prepared to give for the welfare
of this State., The three concerned are
Mr. H. L. Brisbane (the chairman), Sir
Russell Pumas, and Mr, J. P, Ledger. They
give much more of their time than the
average member probably realises, In fact,
I could say without any fear of successful
contradietion that these gentlemen give
approximately two-thirds of their normal
working hours ta the service of the State
withgut any remuneration for it.

They are very keen and their method
of approach is appreciated by indusiria-
lists who have talked with them. They
speak the same languapge and are ahle to
answer the basic questions. From their
own experience they are able to tell in-
dustrialists from the Eastern States and
overseas, how the establishment problems
have been overcome by them and their
colleagues. We found that they were a
great source of strength during the recent
visit of the United Kingdom industrialists.

‘We also have an Export Committee which
works in a voluntary capacity, the two
members being Mr. C. T. Pullen and Mr.
Ben Scott. We have appointed a perma-
nent liaison cofficer to that committee to
attend to the details of the department.
That officer is currently in South-East
Asia gaining experience with the Trade
Commission in Kuala Lumpur and Singa-
pore S0 as to better advise local in-
dustrialists on what they have to do to
successfully export to those markets.

I am hoping that while that officer is
there we will be able to arrange for him
either to be briefed by an experienced
person, or visit Borneo as well as Malaya,
and Singapore, in order that he might
become better acquainted with the tech-
niques necessary to export to Borneo.

We find that there is a considerable
amount of export from the Eastern States
of Australia to Borneo, and we feel that
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‘this State has a certain advantage in
trading with those countries. It is not easy
to attract export trade, but progress is
being made and we will slowly but surely
educate our local! manufacturers on the
techniques necessary not only in manu-
facturing goods down to a certain cost,
but also in packaging and merchandising
the goods.

1 think it is only right and proper to
mention the work of the Industries Advis-
ory Committee and the Export Committee,
because they have rendered an invaluable
service to this State, and a service which
has not been a flash in the pan but which
has been very persistent and efficient. In
fact, I do not know how we would have
‘been able to keep up the pace over the last
18 months had it not been for those two
committees.

The main increases in expenses are in
respect of salaries, brought about by the
inereased activities of the department,
and the freight concessions to decentralised
industries. The other major increase is
incidentals, including exhibitions, organ-
isations overseas, promotion of industries
for Western Australia, and the like, All
of these reflect the increased activity
within the department.

I might add that a much greater sum
eould be gainfully employed in promotional
work, and I think members will have to
accept the fact that if we are going to
intensify the industrial developmental
programme, we will have to provide bigger
‘budgets for promotionel work. Pro-
motional work is a science which is very
much better understood abroad than in
aur own country. We are rather limited in
our outlook towards promotional work
compared with those in Bastern States and
overseas, where it is a very specialised and
costly busines. It takes on many forms
and is not just a question of having a few
advertisements in a paper, or a few sales-
men. It takes on very highly specialised
forms and more and more will we have to
use these modern methods if we are going
to obtain substantial industrial develop-
ment for this State.

A balanced programme of public rela-
tions and personal representation will be
necessary. It is ho good having a big
build-up of advertisements in overseas
papers if we have no-one on the spot to
interview the industrialist and follow up
the openings and interest created from
the normal publicity channels. For that
reason we have been very selective in the
use of overseas publicity because it is just
a waste of hundreds of pounds to use one
of these overseas financial journals, if we
do not coineide it with someone on the
spot to tell the Western Australian story.

And there is only one way of telling the
story, and that is to have someone in
person on the spot. It was this which
prompted us to bring out a group of United
Kingdom industrialists, together with the
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leading financial writer of England, Mr.
Harold Wincott. Wae felt it was time that
something unusual was done to bring a
group of responsible businessmen, repre-
senting the industries in the middle and
lower groups, in oarder that they might
see for themselves what a comparative
handful of people have achieved and what
a great potential there is.

I am quite certain that from that visit
we will achieve our reward. Members will
be interested to know that some of the
group have already completed negotiations
for an association with loecal firms. In
some cases it is only in the form of
manufacturing rights, but that in itself
is very important because it means that
something which previously was imported
to Western Australia ¢an now he made in
Western Australia.

Otliers in the group are actively engaged
in negotiations to have a direct local
interest in Western Australia; and we are
hoping that over the next few months we
will be able to consummate those deals and
see the establishment of some new indus-
tries as & direct result of this visit. But
quite independent of that, T am certain
that the great publicity value of this
visit has been well worthwhile. ‘We
now have nine industrialists with a per-
sonal knowledge of Western Australia.
Previously it was something vague in their
minds, but today they have a first-hand
knowledge.

We divided their time approximately
equally between rural and urban inspec-
tions. They were able to go to Geraldton,
Bunbury, Collie, and across to Albany, in
addition to having a fairly thorough look
at industry in the metropolitan area. I
think it was wise to make certain that
they received a balanced view of Western
Australia and not just of the metropolitan
area.

These men proved to be a most co-
operative and able group of businessmen.
I have never before been associated with
a group of people who were prepared to
work so hard and earnestly and to give
us their advice. The closed sessions we
had in discussion with them to gain the
benefit of their advice were invaluable.
They were very frank and very construct-
ive in their views, and we learned a lot.
As a result of their visit we can improve
our technique in approaching other in-
dustrialists, locally, from the Eastern
States or from overseas, in trying to induce
them to establish themselves here.

Mr. Nulsen: I am afraid I missed a great
opportunity in not having those people go
into my area where there is a great poten-
tial for the future.

Mr. COURT: I can assure the honourgble
member that we gave them a very good
and clear picture of Esperance, and that
we also gave them some literature. They
were very impressed with the people they
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were ahle to meet who had firsthand know-
ledge of Esperance, and particularly some
people who had invested in Esperance
themselves and could talk with firsthand
knowledge.

It will be appreciated that to persuade
nine very busy and successful businessmen
to come to Western Australia was no mean
feat, because to get people to take them-
selves away from their normal business
for so long is not easy, and they were
very patient in the 10 days they were here
in giving all their time between the met-
ropolitan area and the country.

Mr. Nulsen: I am very grateful to you
for painting the pieture ycu have in re-
gard to the possibilities down there.

Mr. COURT: We did all but sell one
of them some land down there. Cur-
rently we are receiving unprecedented in-
quiries regarding industrial prospects in
this State. I suppose that is the sure test
as to whether the promotional work has
been suceessful. But we are receiving an
unprecedented number of inquiries by cor-
respondence; and, what is very important,
we are receiving an unprecedented number
of visiters who are wanting to discuss in-
dustrial development. This highlights the
dearth of trained people we have within
the department who are available to con-
fer with top-leve! businessmen when they
come here, particularly when we have sev-
eral groups here at the one time.

Mr. Chairman, I believe I will have to
make my comments on each division
separately.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): No. The
Minister may introduce the lot at once.

Vote—North-West, £2,459,665:

Mr. COURT: I shall move on briefly to
the north-west. There may, of course, be a
- number of items in regard to which mem-
bers will desire information; but suffice to
say there has been a substantial increase
in the vote for the north-west, both from
Ioan funds and from consolidated revenue.
Of course, the north-west is competing
with all the other departments for funds,
and I think it can fairly be said that each
and every one of the departments that
has functions in the north-west has been
generous in its attitude towards the north
in the allocation of funds; and I person-
ally have no quarrel with the attitude of
the different departments in their allo-
cation of a share of their over-all funds
for work in the north-west.

We are starting to feel the increase in
activity in the north. It is reflected in
the shipping demand, which, of course,
is one of the key indicators as to the
development in an area, for the more pro-
jects we develop in the north the more
acute becomes the one-way traffic. For
instance, the ship we have had to charter,
the Denman, will lose a lot of money, even
on the reduced charter which the Com-
monwealth was good enough to negotiate
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for us. As a result of representations to
the Commonwesalth Minister for Shipping,
we managed to get a considerable reduc-
tion in the charter price of the Denman,
but it will still be a heavy losing proposi-
tion during the six months that the ini-
tial charter is to operate, mainly because
it will go up full and in the main will re-
turn empty.

I think the upsurge in transport will be
more pronounced than ever in the next dry
season, although we are doing all we can
in the wet season to shift as much freight
to the north-west by way of heavy mate-
rial and equipment as is possible so that
a3 soon as the dry season sets in we will
be able to commence work there without
delay. Of course, it is difficult to dis-
perse this material and equipment when
we get it to a port like Wyndham during
the wet season; but at least we will have
it in the area, and the movement to a
point where it is needed for contract or
in other work will not involve any loss
of time.

The total vate is up by £137.222, which
is a considerable increase, having regard
for all the demands being made on the
State’s funds, but I think that the most
dramatic increase was in the Loan Esti-
mates. That reflects the degree of devel-
opmental work which, in the final analysis,
will be translated into greater permanent
activity in the north,

The question of administration of the
north-west is still one which is causing
the Government some concern. It was
hoped that before now we would have in-
stalled an administrative system in the
north which could have relieved the pies-
sure on the administration of this vast
area and given the local peoble some closer
contact with the administration. How-
ever, on closer examination it was found
not to be so easily soluble as we thought it
was, and we have had to move rather
cautiously. But it will be resolved; and in
the meantime we are about to embark on a
very careful analysis of all the projects
that are current and in prospect for the
north, and to evolve the best system of ad-
ministration.

Originally it was felt that one adminis-
trator in the north, say, in the Kimberley.
could effectively administer the whole of
the northwest and the Kimberley. But
when one looks ai the problems of the area,
and one examines the Pilbara and
Gascoyne as distinet from the Kimherley, it
is doubtful whether one person could
successfully cover the whole of that area.
Geographically, climatically, and in many
other ways, the Kimberley is distinet from
the Pilbara and the Gascoyne; and it may
be that a system of administration will
eventually be introduced for the Kimberiey
guite distinct from that for the Pilbara and
the Gascoyne.

I am not saying that as a statement of
fact or as a decision that has been taken;
but the more we see of the development in
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the north the more apparent it becomes
that the Kimberley is assuming distinctive
problems. The distance alone, and its
detachment from other areas, hring with
them administrative problems, and I can
.see many advantages in having a man who
is solely responsible for the Kimberley as
distinct from the other two areas.

Vote—Harbour and Light and Jetties,
£422,560;

Mr. COURT: I do not think there is
anything more I want to say about the
north-west at this particular moment, but
I want to make some brief reference to the
Harbour and Light Department, which is
the third division in my estimates. The
estimate of expenditure for 1960-61 is
£422.560, an increase of £145,502 as com-
pared with 1959-60.

In previous years stevedoring wages paid
were recouped from firms and credited
back to expenditure, thus reducing the
expenditure by the amount of the wages
pzid. As from this year, the system has
been changed in that wages recouped are
credited to revenue, Thus expenditure is
gross, as is revenue. Expenditure has in-
creased from £277,058 to £422.560, or a net
figure of £145,502, and revenue has in-
creased from £436,150 to £570,000, or a net
figure of £133,850.

Those figures indicate the in¢reased
activity that has taken place in the north-
west so far as the operations of the ports
are concerned, and I am quite certain that
this year, 1960-61, will reflect an even
greater activity than we have estimated;
because in spite of the best estimates
made in respect of the shipping for the
north, and in spite of the fact that there
was a very close liaison between the State
Shipping Service and the various Govern-
ment departments directly concerned in
northern projects, we still found that the
tonnage was building up. I think that
explains why the Denman had to be
chartered. One problem, of course, is that
of routine surveys which take some of the
ships out of service, and another problem
was the need to convert the Dulverton for
the bulk handling of eement; because un-
less we did something like that we could
not get the costs down.

We have to realise that cement for a
project in the north of Australia is subject
to very intense competition. Overseas ships
coming to Australia by charter are
anxious to bring a cargo like cement into
Darwin, Wyndham, or in fact into any
port in northern Australia because it is an
ideal freight for them to bring forward
when they are coming to Australia to pick
up materials such as manganese and so on.

Mr. May: And iron ore.

Mr. COURT: Perhaps one day it will be
jron ore. That explains why the competi-
tion for bringing cement into the Northern
Territory and the north of this State is so
terribly keen. One way of meeting it was

2379

for the cement company to assist with its
price, and for the State Shinping Service to
take some special action to enable the
freight to be handled cheaper.

Mr. May: Wouldn’t the local producers
have heen able to supply it cheaper?

Mr. COURT: With a commeodity like
cement, whieh is produced in the Philip-
pines and similar countiries, the costs in
Western Australia—in any part of Aus-
tralia for that matter—are not comparable.
We have to allow for the fact that the
ships bringing the cement to these ports
have Asian crews and there is no compari-
son with the freights. By bringing cement
to Australia it is virtually back-loading for
them so that they will have something in
the ship when it comes to Australia to
pick up manganese or some similar cargo.
Costs are runnhing against us two ways—
one with the shipping freights and the
othar with the low cost of labour in those
countries which are producing cement.

‘Mr. May: Would there be much
difference in the standard of the cement?

Mr. COURT: We think there is. That is
one reason why the local cement was
selected for the Ord River scheme. The
main reason was the fact that it was
of a guaranteed standard. Cement pro-
duced in Western Australia at the Cock-
burn plant is of a slightly higher standard
than the cement produced in most of the
Australian States, and it is of a guaran-
teed standard; whereas there was some
doubt about the cement, from some of these
other countries being of the same guaran-
teed standard. When one is building a
project like the Ord River dam one cannot
afford to have a mistake, and therefore it
was very important to buy cement that
could be guaranteed and in which the en-
gineers and contractors would have com-
plete confidence. I submit my estimates to
the Chamber.

MR. MAY (Collie} [10.42]1: I have little
to say, but X think the Minister controlling
the Department of Industrial Development
will appreciate the interest I have in the
activities of his department. I also realise
that he may not be in a position to tell me
all I want to know; but in the hope that at
least he will be able to tell me something,
I want to have a few words to say. No-
one more than the Minister would be able
better fo aporeciate the position and I
am anxious {o learn what he has in mind,
or what is on the stocks, or what he antici-
pates in regard to industries at Collie. I
will be very interested if the Minister can
tell me what ideas he has in this direction.

1 appreciate the difficulties that are
attached to it, because I can remember
years ago, when Mr, Fernie was in charge
of the Department of Industrial Develop-
ment, how many times overseas and in-
terstate visitors who were interested in
starting husinesses in this State were taken
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down to Collie so that they would have
some idea of the set-up down there. 1 can
remember the Knock-backs we had because
of the distance from the port to the town
of Collie. I ask the Minister whether he
can give us some hope regarding the estab-
lishment of industries at Collie.

I shall not take it upon myself to suggest
what industries should be established, but
it would be encouraging for the people of
the south-west to learn there was some
prospect of industries being established
down there. There has been talk of a
sponge iron industry and I do not know
how much interest the department has in
that, or in the prospects of an iron ore in-
dustry there. They are big industries, and
perhaps the Minister has something small-
er in mind.

‘When he replies to the debate I hope he
will give us some information on this mat-
ter, because if industry can be established
at a place like Collie it will go a long way
towards assisting decentralisation. We
must decentralise; if we do not, I can
visualise the time when the metropolitan
area will be so cluttered up with working
people that they will not be able to make a
living from those industries which are
established in the metropolitan area.

I think it is a bad thing to congregate
one’s population in such a small area, If
the Minister has anything whatsoever in
mind I would be glad if he would let me
know, or let the people in the south-west
know. I might say that I am not married
to the idea of big industry being estab-
lished particularly in Collie. I fully
realise that industry must be established
where the conditions are most suitable;
where power and light, and that sort of
thing are available; where possibly the
proximity to a port must be considered.

I know that all these things must be
taken into consideration. T would take
this opportunity, however, of asking the
Minister to give me some indication as to
what he has in mind. I do not want him
to break any confidences, but it would be
a great encouragement to the people of
the south-west if they knew what was
mooted in regard to the establishment of
industries in that area.

MR. HALL (Albany) [(1046): There
are a couple of matters on which I would
like to touch, and to which I would draw
the Minister’s attention. One of these in
particular was brought to my notice, and
I think it will prove detrimental to the
interests of this State if allowed to persist.
The matter does not interest me directly
except in so far as it relates to the hump-
back products in the manufacture of mar-
garine. 1 asked a series of qQuestions on
this matter; and if I am permitted to read
the answers it may clarify the point I wish
to raise.

My reason for raising this subject is that
we have two industries operating in this
State today—one is operating full time
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and the other half time, carrying some-
where between 13 and nine employees.
From answers to questions I find we
import tremendous tonnages of margarine,
and yet the Act was amended to allow us
to manufacture a total of 800 tons. We
do not even manufacture that amount.

Although we have an industry that
could be extended in this State, we are
importing into Western Australia the
overflow of this commodity from the
other States. This will prove detrimental
to our State because it will mean our
finance flowing out of Western Australia;
and that is what we are trying to resist
in our endeavours to stimulate industry.

If we have agreed on the manufacture
of a certain tonnage, I think—without go-
ing into a long explanation of the Act—we
should be allowed {o manufacture that
total tonnage, without any adverse effect
ot the dsairying industry. The Minister
informed me that the manufacture of
cooking margarine is practically unre-
stricted. The only conditions are that one
must have a license and operate indepen-
dent premises; and, in addition, ohe must
manufacture en bloc.

On Tuesday, the 23rd August, 1960, I
asked the Minister for Agriculture the
rollowing question:—

(1) In view of the fact that this State
imported 5,770,776 1b. of marga-
rine for the year 1858-59, can he
advise why the other States’
manufacturing quota is in execess
of their requirements, with the
result that they are able to place
excess production on the West-
ern Australian market?

The answer given me was as follows:—

(1) Importations include cooking mar-
garine, manufacture of which is
unrestricted. Quotas for the
mahufacture of table margarine
were originally agreed upon on a
bhasis of existing amount manu-
factured in each State, irrespec-
tive of points of sale.

There is a beauty! “Irrespective of points
of sale,” the Minister says. My next gues-
tion was—

{2) As the total consumption of mar-
garine in Western Australia for
the vear 1958-59 was 6,517.696 1b.,
can he explain why, of the per-
missible quota of 800 tons
(1,792,000 1b.) only 600 tons
(1,344,000 Ib.) were manufactured
in this State?

The reply was—

{(2) The quota system was designed to
protect the dairying industry, The
manufacture of an additional 200
tons would not necessarily reduce
importations.

1 will not weary the House with al] these
questions and answers. We know that
agreement was arrived at in 1952 for this
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State to manufacture 800 tons of table
margarine, When we have two industries,
one operating on a full-time basis and
the other on a part-time basis, I think
it is time the Minister had a look at this
matter tc see what can be done,

I no action is taken we will fall by the
wayside in respect of competition from the
Eastern States firms which are bigger and
more powerful, and which tend to fleod
the markets here with their products, to
the detriment of this State. I hope the
Minister will follow this up, and see that
those industries get their just reward.

The other point to which I wish to refer
concerns my own area, and the develop-
ment of a scouring works at Albany. I
have been hammering this matter as often
as I have been able to, because I believe
the area possesses all the attributes to
justify the establishment of such an in-
dustry. When wool is scoured there is
always a certain regain, and the regain
would have a natural affinify in most of
that area. It will have & good yield if it
is scoured in that area. If it leaves the
port, and unless it goes to some tropical
country, it will pick up more on the re-
gain. I would say that about 4s. 6d. per
bale could he gained by scouring in a
moderate climate.

Several firms are interested in the matter
and the Department of Industrial Develop-
ment should negotiate with them to see
whether g scouring works cannot be estab-
lished adjacent to the woollen mills. Quite
apart from the question of scouring, we
know that fellmongering goes hand-in-
glove with it. I have mentioned this
aspect before, and I repeat that there is
a lucrative market in the pelts taken from
the sheep; it is a market which we are
certainly not enjoying today. Yet we find
that France is enjoying the benefits from
pelts taken from this country.

The pelts from this country could pro-
vide a most lucrative market for the manu-
facture of material, particularly that used
by women. I am sure we have the
chemical processes in Australia for this
purpose; indeed I think they exist in this
State. We could produce a commodity
which would compete against that pro-
duced by the European countries, which is
sent to America.

The amount of wool on a pelt is not
a great deal at the time, but according
to fellmongery there must be a certain
proportion. Associated with wool scour-
ing, and fellmongery, is of course wool-top
manufacture. It was suggested that there
was a firm interested, with which negotia-
tions were undertaken by the previous
Minister for Industrial Development. The
firm concerned was Sir Isaac Holdens; a
firm of high repute. As the Minister will
know with reference to wogl-top manufac-
ture we might be exporting any one type;
it does not mean that every wool top is
of the same class, But those about which
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I am talking could be established and
provide a lucrative market without any
detriment to the existing woocl-top manu-
facturing industry in Fremantle. It would
cater for a different type of clientele.

The next matter on which I wish to
touch is that of mineral sands. Mention
was made about Laporte Industries going
to Bunbury. I do not know just how
much the present Government had to do
with the negotiations. I know there was
an argument last session as to who was
to blame for Laporte Industries not coming
here. If Bunbury gets the industry for
the extraction of mineral sands, perhaps
it will be the resuit of negotiations under-
taken by the previous Government and
completed by this Government.

The point I wish to make, however, is
that there are sands in the Albany area
which have stood up to tests carried out
by Jackson, Moore & Co., by research and
chemical analysis. We find today that the
Governmen{ has spent a lot of money on
the Bentley laboratories in experiments to
find out if those sands will give the highest
percentage yield possible. The reports on
the sands at Albany show that they con-
tain a big percentage of high-grade il-
menite. Yet those sands have been com-
pletely neglected. There has been no
drive to export the sands, let alone estab-
lish an industry in the area. I realise the
market does fluctuate, and there has heen
a serious recession, but today it is agreed
that the market is reasonably buoyant.

I would say that the industry could be
put into operation. If that is not possible,
then perhaps the sands could be exported
to the benefit of the State. T .think I
have covered the point I wished to out-
line, but there are a few extracts from
statistics which I would like to give. 1
am sorry I have not the later figures with
me, but I will show the movement that
has taken place in the Albany Road Board
and municipality since 1955-56 in the in-
dustrial sphere. I would like to give the
House the following statistics:—

Number of establishments: 1955-56,
76; 1956-57, 81; 1957-58, 83.
Employment (including working pro-
prietors): 1855-56, 834; 1856-57, 856;
1957-58, 882,
Wages: 1955-56, £563,908:
£636,376; 1957-58, £681,226.
Net productions: 1955-56, £1,242,985;
1956-57, £1,375,949; 1957-58, £1,406,302,
Output: 1955-56, £3,245,976; 1956-57,
£3.873,693; 1957-58, £4,079,045.
As I said, I eannot give the fizures for
the development of that area for the past
vear.

I would now like to refer to the fishing
industry in this area. At this juncture I
would like to mention the canning side of
the fishing industry, particularly in rela-
tion to salmon and herring. Mr. Hunt of

1956-57,
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the cannery is introdueing a new machine
for the manufacture of his own cans; and
this is virtually another industty coming
to this State. Therefore the Government
must do all in its power to stimulate the
fishing industry.

I asked some questions recently of the
Minister for Fisheries, and he has been
co-operative. These were in regard to
lower catches and whether the reason for
this was the changed habits in fish or
whether it was caused by trawling. I am
of the opjnion that the Department of In-
dustrial Development, in association with
the Fisheries Department, should carry out
research, particularly in regard to indus-
tries pertaining to the fishing industry.

I have touched hriefly on education and
made mention of scholarships in industry.
To bring these about, a close liaison he-
tween the Department of Industrial De-
velopment and the Education Deportment
would be necessary, The scholarships
would enable the workers in industry to
travel and see other industries; and that
would be to the advantage of industry itself
and of the State as a whole. The people
concerned need not have a university edu-
cation; it is necessary only that they be
conscientious and hard-working. As a
form of compensation they could visit
other industries; and they would learn a
greater know-how as a result of the liaison
between management and worker. I have
covered all the points I wish to make, and
I ask the Minister to bear them in mind.

Progress reported, and leave granted to
sit again.
BILLS (2)—RETURNED
1, Paper Mill Agreement Bill.

2, Supply Bill (No. 2), £21,500,000.
Bills returned from the Council with-
out amendment.

House adjourned at 11.5 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 2.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

GOVERNMENT PROSPECTING
SCHEME

Men Engaged, Cost, and Yields

1. The Hon. J. J. GARRIGAN asked the
Minister for Mines:
(1) How manhy meén are prospecting

under the Government subsidised
scheme?

(2) What was the cost of this scheme
during the last financial year?

(3) What number of fine ounces of
gold was produced last financial
year by prospectors working under
this scheme?

The Hon. A. F, GRIFFITH replied:

(1) 60 men being assisted at present.

{(2) £12,443 13s. 8d.

(3) 1,381 oz. 11 qdwt.

GERALDTON HOUSING
Comparison of Roofing Cosis

2. The Hon. A. R. JONES asked the

Minister for Mines;

(1) How many houses were involved
in the last tenders called for State
Houses to be built at Geraldton?

(2) How many are to be roofed with—
(a) cement tiles;
(b) terra cotta tiles; and
(¢} corrugated asbestos?



